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This is Christ’s Church: 
There is a place for you here. We are the church that shares a living, daring confidence in 

God’s grace. Liberated by our faith, we embrace you as a whole person—questions, 

complexities, and all. Join us as we do God’s work in Christ’s name for the life of the 

world. Those with us for the first time are kindly asked to introduce themselves to the 

pastor and greeters and are welcome to sign our guest book in the narthex.   

 

NEED PRAYER? Kindly share prayer concerns at the lectern located at the church 

entrance to have a name read aloud during worship. Completing a prayer card or calling 

the office assures the name will appear in print, and you may ask to receive a call from 

the pastor. 

 

Our Mission:               Because God shows His Love through Jesus Christ, 

St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church, a community of faith, 

      gathered around Word and Sacrament, 

lives to WORSHIP, WITNESS, LEARN, and SERVE,  

and welcomes all people to share God’s love  

and to be workers together in this mission of the Church. 

 

  Communion:               St. Andrew’s practices eucharistic hospitality.   

All are welcome at God’s table.  

In response to Jesus’s command, we celebrate with a worship meal of bread (or gluten-

free by request) and white wine or red grape juice (in the center of the communion tray.) 

It is the Lutheran tradition to commune using both elements. However, we believe Christ 

is fully present when receiving one kind (bread or wine/grape juice). Those not 

communing and children are invited forward to receive a blessing and may cross their 

arms to indicate their intention. 

 

What is Reconciling in Christ?  

This means we joyfully welcome all of God’s people to worship with us regardless of age, 

ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, ability, or socio-economic 

circumstances. 
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

PRELUDE 
"I Know that My Redeemer Liveth" from Messiah by G.F. Handel 
Anastasia Glasheen, soprano 
 
I know that my Redeemer liveth, 
and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth. 
And though worms destroy this body, 
yet in my flesh shall I see God. 
For now is Christ risen from the dead, the firstfruits of them that sleep. 
 
 
(The assembly stands.) 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the wellspring of grace, 
our Easter and our joy. 
Amen. 
 
Look, here is water!  Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what God has done for us. 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning, your voice thundered over the deep, 
and water became the essence of life. Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. The 
ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. Miriam led the dancing as 
your people passed through the sea into freedom’s land. In a desert pool, the Ethiopian 
official entered your boundless baptismal life. 
 
Look, here is water!  Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By 
the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened the floodgates of your 
reconciling love, freeing us to live as Easter people. 
We rejoice with glad hearts, giving all honor and praise to you, through the risen Christ, 
our source of living water, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Look, here is water! 
Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
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ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
(The assembly turns to face the cross in the rear of the church.) 
PROCESSIONAL Fanfare on Christ Jesus Lay in Death's Strong Bands arranged by  
Nick Suminski 
 
Christ Jesus lay in death's strong bands 
for our offenses given; 
but now at God's right hand he stands 
and brings us life from heaven. 
Therefore let us joyful be, 
and sing to God right thankfully 
loud songs of hallelujah! 
Hallelujah! 
 
("Christ Jesus Lay in Death's Strong Bands" is a powerful Easter hymn written by Martin 
Luther in 1524. It reflects Luther's commitment to restoring congregational singing grounded 
in Scripture and clear doctrine. The hymn is based on the Latin Easter sequence "Victimae 
Paschali Laudes" and emphasizes Christ's victory over sin, death, and the devil. It is often 
used during Easter worship and is significant in Lutheran tradition for its theological depth 
and connection to the resurrection narrative.) 
 
(Asperges is the sprinkling of water in worship on Easter and the Easter season, 
confirmation and at the rite of baptism.  You may trace the sign of the cross ☩ as you are 
sprinkled to remind yourself you have been baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection) 
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GATHERING HYMN  365 “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”   
 

 
 
 
WELCOME & GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
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KYRIE (sung)  ELW setting four pg 147  
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE ELW setting four pg 148 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and by 
his glorious resurrection, you delivered us from the power of death. 
  
Make us die every day to sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of the 
resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
(please be seated) 
ANTHEM  Christ Arose by Robert Lowry   St. Andrew’s Choir  
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
 
FIRST READING:  ACTS 10:34-43 
Peter’s sermon, delivered at the home of Cornelius, a Roman army officer, is a summary of 
the essential message of Christianity: Everyone who believes in Jesus, whose life, death, and 
resurrection fulfilled the words of the prophets, “receives forgiveness of sins through his 
name.” 
A reading from Acts 
 
34Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 
35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 
36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus 
Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee 
after the baptism that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 
Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were 
oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both 
in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God 
raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us 
who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose 
from the dead.  
42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained 
by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that 
everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
 
The word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 118:1-2, 14-15, 21-24 (chanted responsively) 

 

 

 
         
Give thanks to the LORD, for the | LORD is good; 
  God’s mercy en- | dures forever. 
 2Let Israel | now declare, 
  “God’s mercy en- | dures forever.” 
 14The LORD is my strength | and my song, 
  and has become | my salvation. 
 15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents | of the righteous: 
  “The right hand of the | LORD acts valiantly! Refrain 
21I give thanks to you, for you have | answered me 
  and you have become | my salvation.   
 22The stone that the build- | ers rejected 
  has become the chief | cornerstone. 
23By the LORD has | this been done; 
  it is marvelous | in our eyes. 
 24This is the day that the | LORD has made; 
  let us rejoice and be | glad in it. Refrain 
 
 
SECOND READING: Colossians 3:1-4 
Easter means new life for us as it first meant new life for Christ. His resurrection reshapes the 
entire focus and motivation for our lives since we are now hidden with the risen Christ in 
God. 
A reading from Colossians 
1 If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on the things that are above, not on the 
things that are on earth, 3 for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in 
God. 4 When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in 
glory. 
The word of the Lord.      Thanks be to God. 
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(please stand as you are able) 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
GOSPEL:  Matthew 28:1-10 
The holy gospel according to Matthew.       
Glory to you, O Lord 
 
Sorrow gives way to “fear and great joy” when two women are sent by an angel to proclaim 
the good news: Jesus is risen! 
1 After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the 
other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And suddenly there was a great earthquake, for an 
angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on 
it. 3 His appearance was like lightning and his clothing white as snow. 4 For fear of him the 
guards shook and became like dead men. 5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be 
afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not here, for he 
has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell 
his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to 
Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” 8 So they left the tomb 
quickly with fear and great joy and ran to tell his disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them 
and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped 
him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers and sisters to 
go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord.    Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
(please be seated) 
SERMON 
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(please stand as you are able) 
HYMN OF THE DAY 361 The Day of Resurrection!  

 
 
NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 



12 
 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us 
pray for the needs of all creation. 

A brief silence. 

Risen Savior, you have conquered death and opened the gates of everlasting life. Dispel 
our doubts and fears and renew our faith and hope in you. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Life-giving God, the created world rejoices in Christ’s victory over death. May all the earth 
be renewed by the light of Jesus’ resurrection, and may we be faithful stewards of all 
you have made. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Sovereign God, let the nations acknowledge your reign of justice and truth. Where 
violence, oppression, and corruption hold sway, pour out your holy and life-giving Spirit 
to transform and redeem. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Gentle Shepherd, like the women at the empty tomb, many grieve or feel lost and afraid. 
Draw near to those who are ill or in pain especially on our prayer list and those we now 
name silently or aloud……..(pause for names). Reveal yourself to them as the Risen One. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Faithful God, we thank you for the living hope you give us through Christ’s resurrection. 
Bless this community, that we may boldly proclaim Christ’s victory over death in word 
and deed. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
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Eternal One, we give thanks for all who have died and now share in the joy of your 
resurrection. Bring us, with them, to the unending feast of your victory. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new 
life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen. 
 
PEACE     

  The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

(The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be 
with you,” or similar words.) 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

The assembly may be seated. An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including 
the care of those in need.  

OFFERING 
(When Jesus fed the 5000 with only five loaves of bread and two fish, he 
was showing us how God’s love can multiply the effects of our generosity 
[see Mt. 14:13-21]. Thank you for sharing from the abundance you have 
received. Offerings may also be given online at the church website.) 
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OFFERING HYMN 362 At the Lamb's High Feast We Sing  (verses 1,2,6,7) 

 
(please stand as you are able) 
OFFERING PRAYER (assisting minister) 
Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. 
May the gifts that we offer here be signs of your abiding love. 
Form us to be your witnesses in the world, through Jesus Christ, our true vine. Amen. 
 
*GREAT THANKSGIVING 
DIALOGUE AND PREFACE 
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
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We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with 
earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
SANCTUS (sung) ELW setting four pg 153 

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: 
Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. 
You have filled all creation with light and life; 
heaven and earth are full of your glory 
We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: 
the promise to Israel, the rescue from Egypt, the gift of the promised land, 
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the words of the prophets; and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son, 
who proclaimed the good news in word and deed 
and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 
Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup 
we remember the life our Lord offered for us. 
And, believing the witness of his resurrection, 
we await his coming in power 
to share with us the great and promised feast. 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, 
that we who share in Christ’s body and blood 
may live to the praise of your glory 
and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
Join our prayers with those of your servants 
of every time and every place, 
and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest 
until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 
Through him, with him, in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.  
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Come and eat at God’s table, where all are welcome. 
 
LAMB OF GOD (sung)  ELW setting four pg 154 

 
 



18 
 

(The assembly may be seated during distribution. Gluten-free wafers are available upon 
request. Children are invited forward to receive a blessing at the rail.) 
COMMUNION HYMN 366 The Strife is O'er, the Battle Done  
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COMMUNION HYMN 619 I Know that My Redeemer Lives! 

  
 
(please stand as you are able) 
EUCHARISTIC BLESSING   
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace and peace. Amen. 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (assisting minister) 
Life-giving God,  
in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer darkness, water to give 
new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your 
Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our 
risen Lord. Amen. 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
BLESSING 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, 
and the Spirit of Easter hope ☩ bless you now and always. Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN   367 Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds (verses 1-3) 
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DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. Thanks be to God. Alleluia!  
 
POSTLUDE J. Stuart Archer's “Postlude on Easter Hymn 

BLESSED EASTER TO ALL 
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