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Welcome to Worship! 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Third Sunday of Advent 
The Liturgy of Holy Communion 

“The Christmas Story: Told by All of Us” 
December 14, 2025 

10:00 am 
 

 
Ministers, The People of God 

MNYS Bishop, The Reverend Dr. Katrina 

Foster 

Reverend Jean Dougherty 

Music, Dan Grable 

Cantor, Cynthia Davis 
Bell Choir Director, Laura Gustavsen 

Assisting Minister, Jill Spage 
Readers: Chris Lloyd, Mary Fjellstad, Joseph Kostecki 

Ushers, Lorna Bosak, Danielle Lloyd, Leslee & Steve Mathieson 
Priscilla Guild: Janis Raineri 
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This is Christ’s Church: 
There is a place for you here. We are the church that shares a living, daring 
confidence in God’s grace. Liberated by our faith, we embrace you as a whole 
person—questions, complexities, and all. Join us as we do God’s work in 
Christ’s name for the life of the world. Those with us for the first time are 
kindly asked to introduce themselves to the pastor and greeters and are 
welcome to sign our guest book in the narthex.   
 
NEED PRAYER? Kindly share prayer concerns at the lectern located at the 
church entrance to have a name read aloud during worship. Completing a 
prayer card or calling the office assures the name will appear in print, and you 
may ask to receive a call from the pastor. 
 

Our Mission:               Because God shows His Love through Jesus Christ, 
St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church, a community of faith, 

      gathered around Word and Sacrament, 
lives to WORSHIP, WITNESS, LEARN, and SERVE,  
and welcomes all people to share God’s love  
and to be workers together in this mission of the Church. 

 
  Communion:               St. Andrew’s practices eucharistic hospitality.   

All are welcome at God’s table.  
In response to Jesus’s command, we celebrate with a worship meal of bread 
(or gluten-free by request) and red wine or white grape juice (in the center of 
the communion tray.) It is the Lutheran tradition to commune using both 
elements. However, we believe Christ is fully present when receiving one kind 
(bread or wine/grape juice). Those not communing and children are invited 
forward to receive a blessing and may cross their arms to indicate their 
intentions. 

 
What is Reconciling in Christ?  

This means we joyfully welcome all of God’s people to worship with us 
regardless of age, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, 
ability, or socio-economic circumstances. 
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INTRODUCTION TO ADVENT 

 
 

Advent is a time for waiting for God,and  
Advent is also a time of God waiting for us. 

Waiting for us to SAY YES! 
Brave like Mary. 

Kind like Joseph. 
Daring like the Shepherds. 

Generous like the Wise Ones bearing gifts. 
Advent is a time to SAY YES! to God. 

Yes, to finding our place in the story. 
Yes, to feasting at God’s table of  

hope, peace, joy, and love without end. 
 
 

The Advent Wreath 
 
One of the best-known customs for the season is the Advent wreath. The wreath and winter 
candle-lighting amid growing darkness strengthen some of the Advent images found in the Bible. 
The unbroken circle of greens is an image of everlasting life, a victory wreath, the crown of Christ, 
or the wheel of time itself. Christians use the wreath as a sign that Christ reaches into our time to 
lead us to the light of everlasting life. The four candles mark the progress of the four weeks of 
Advent and the growth of light. Sometimes the wreath is embellished with natural dried flowers or 
fruit. Its evergreen branches lead the household and the congregation to the evergreen Christmas 
tree. In many homes, the family gathers for prayers around the wreath. 
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GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 (note: Ideally, people should have their costumes on by the time they are entering 

the sanctuary, background is out, chairs out for Mary & Joseph) 

 

PRELUDE 

 

Welcome and Introduction  
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

Come, holy people, called by God, let us follow the way prepared for us. 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace on earth among those who 
please God. 
 
Once again the world is surprised at a manger, as the glory of God 
surpasses what is expected.    
Let us go to Bethlehem to see what God has made known to us. 
 
There in Bethlehem and here today at St. Andrew’s we are reminded 
anew of the wonder of God’s ways.  
Let us glorify and praise God for all that we have seen and heard! 
(Please stand as you are able. Three candles are lit.) 
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LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH  

we praise you, o god, for this victory wreath 

that marks our days of preparation for christ’s advent. 

as we light the candles on this wreath, 

strengthen our hearts 

as we await the lord’s coming in glory. 

enlighten us with your grace, 

that we may serve our neighbors in need. 

grant this through christ our lord, 

whose coming is certain and whose day draws near. 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day  

Let us pray, 

Amazing God, on this night so long ago, You gathered a group of unlikely 

outsiders—Mary, Joseph, shepherds, and others to be part of a great 

miracle: the birth of Jesus, our Savior. Today You have sought us out and 

brought us to the manger.  

You have interrupted our routines with Your Good News. You have 

gathered this unlikely assortment of folk to become a holy people, 

a community of faith.  We want to respond. Show us how.  Help us 

receive your renewing love as we praise You for offering us 

salvation in the name of Jesus, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 
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Narration – (Joseph Kostecki) – In the Genesis story, we hear that 

God created the world with language.  God said, “Let there be light.” God 

said, “Let there be night and day.” God said, “It is good.”   

Then, in the first chapter in the Gospel of John, we hear how this 

language, the Word, is with God and Jesus.    

 

First Reading John 1:1-4, 9 –13, 18b  (Jill Spage) 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came 

into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. 

What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of 

all people.  

9 The true light, which helps everyone to see, was coming into the world. 

10 Jesus was in the world, and Word that shaped the world was in him; 

yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his 

own people did not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who 

believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13 who 

were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but 

of God. 18 It is Jesus, a child of God, who by being close to the Father's 

heart, has made God known. 
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GATHERING SONG  #677  This Little Light of Mine  

 

 
 

Narration – (Joseph Kostecki) –  In the 1st chapter of the Gospel of 

Luke, we learn of Mary’s willingness to say yes to God even though what 

is being asked of her will not be easy. Being pregnant when not married 

is against the rules where and when she lives.  There are some very hard 

consequences for breaking these rules.     
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Second Reading Luke 1:26 – 38 (Chris Lloyd) 

26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, the messenger of God, 

Gabriel, was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27 to an 

unmarried woman engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the 

house of David. The young woman’s name was Mary. 28 And Gabriel said 

to her, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you." 29 But Mary was 

much perplexed by his words and wondered what sort of greeting this 

might be. 30 Gabriel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have 

found favor with God. 31 And now, you will conceive in your womb and 

bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be 

called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the 

throne of his ancestor David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob 

forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." 34 Mary asked, "How 

can this be, since I am unmarried?" 35 The angel said to her, "The Holy 

Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 

overshadow you; the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of 

God. 36 And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 

conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be 

barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God." 38 Then Mary said, 

"Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your 

word." Then the messenger of God departed from her. 
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SONG #574 “Here I Am, Lord” (refrain, verse 1, refrain) 
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NARRATION – (Joseph Kostecki) –  The place of Jesus’ birth is in 

Bethlehem, a small town a few miles south of Jerusalem.  But Bethlehem 

was not Joseph or Mary’s hometown.  They had to go to Bethlehem 

because Caesar Augustus had made a law that everyone must be counted 

in the towns where their great-great grandparents (or ancestors) had 

been born. This was a long trip to travel by foot (about 60 miles or 3 days 

time). It would’ve been even more difficult since Mary was pregnant. 

When Mary and Joseph finally made it to Bethlehem, the hotel was 

already filled with people and there was no place for Mary and Joseph to 

stay.  But there was a stable, where the animals rested, that Mary and 

Joseph were allowed to rest in as well.    

 

SONG   #279 “Little Town of Bethlehem” verses 1 & 2  

 [[ MARY, JOSEPH AND BABY ENTER SANCTUARY AND SIT ]]. 
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NARRATION – (Joseph Kostecki) –  In this stable, with only Joseph to 

help her, Mary gave birth to a baby boy.  She wrapped him in bands of 

cloth and laid him in a manger.  Mary and Joseph named him Jesus. 

 

SONG #277 Away in a Manger (verses 1 & 2) 

[[ANGEL with BIG STAR MOVES BEHIND MARY AND JOSEPH]] 

 

 
 

NARRATION – (Joseph Kostecki) –   Now, it was night time and in the 

fields nearby, shepherds were watching their flocks.  Then an angel stood 

before the shepherds and the glory of the Lord shone around all of them.  

And the shepherds were terrified.  But the angel of the Lord said to them: 

Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for 

all the people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 

who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a 

child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." Immediately after 

the angel stopped speaking, there were suddenly many angels praising 

God and saying “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace 

among those whom he favors.”   
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SONG #270 Hark the Herald Angels Sing (verses 1 & 3) 

 [[ALL OTHER “ANGELS” COME BEHIND MARY & JOSEPH]] 

 
 

NARRATION – (Joseph Kostecki) –   Then the angels left the 

shepherds and the shepherds took a deep breath (or maybe five or six 

deep breaths). Then they looked at each other and said:  “We better go 

see this baby!” 
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SING   #283 O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL (verses 1 & 3)  

 [[ALL “SHEPHERDS” MOVE TO FRONT ON LEFT]] 

 
 

Narration – (Joseph Kostecki) –  So this stable that Mary, Joseph and 

Jesus were staying was, as you heard earlier, home to some of the 

animals of the village.  And these animals must’ve been pretty curious as 

to what a baby was doing in their feeding trough.  If animals have 

thoughts, some of them might have sounded like this, “Hey this baby 

sure is cute, but where did our dinner go!?” and “What are all these 
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humans doing in our home! Let’s smell them and find out!” So it’s quite 

likely that these animals may have gathered around Mary, Joseph, Jesus 

and the shepherds for a closer look. 

 

SONG  Do You Hear What I Hear? (verses 1 & 2) 

[[ALL “ANIMALS” MOVE TO FRONT ON RIGHT]] 

Said the night wind to the little lamb, 

"Do you see what I see? 

Way up in the sky, little lamb, 

Do you see what I see? 

A star, a star, dancing in the night 

With a tail as big as a kite, 

With a tail as big as a kite." 

 

Said the little lamb to the shepherd boy, 

"Do you hear what I hear? 

Ringing through the sky, shepherd boy, 

Do you hear what I hear? 

A song, a song high above the trees 

With a voice as big as the the sea, 

With a voice as big as the the sea." 

 

Narration – (Joseph Kostecki) –  Now when the shepherds saw Mary, 

Joseph and Jesus in the stable, and saw that what the angel had said to 

them was true, they went out and made it known to whomever they met.  

Which means it’s very possible that some of the townspeople went to the 

stable that very night to see and maybe even help Mary, Joseph and baby 

Jesus because of what the shepherds had told them.   

And much later in the story, even Wisemen would go visit the 

newborn king. 
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SONG WOV #646 We Three Kings (verses 1 & 2) 

[[Some STARS  and Wisemen MOVE AROUND COMMUNION RAIL]] 

 

 
 

CONCLUSION BY PASTOR 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  #290 Go Tell It On the Mountain 

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting 
your promise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation. 

We also include in prayer today:  
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A brief silence. 

God of power and mercy, we praise you for Jesus and his acts of healing 
and liberation. Lead us to proclaim the good news from generation to 
generation, that all may place their hope in you. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
When bodies weaken and hearts grow fearful, speak your blessing. We 
pray especially for all on our prayer list and those we now name silently 
or aloud… In uncertain times, remind us of the promise spoken to our 
ancestors in faith. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
As we await your coming, we give thanks for the faithful who have lived 

and died in faith, especially Mary, the mother of Jesus. May their boldness 
of faith inspire our witness and work. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting 
in your mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. 
Amen. 
 
 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
(The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may 
say, “Peace be with you,” or similar words. 

 

 
MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
(The assembly may be seated.) 

OFFERING     

 
(When Jesus fed the 5000 with only five loaves of bread and 
two fish, he was showing us how God’s love 
can multiply the effects of our generosity [see Mt. 14:13-
21]. Thank you for sharing from the abundance you have 
received. Offerings may also be given online at the church 

website.) 
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OFFERING HYMN  #253 He Came Down 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
(The assembly stands as gifts are brought forward.) 

OFFERING PRAYER    (assisting minister) 

God of abundance,  
we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation,  
and with them our very lives.  
Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need  
until the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

DIALOGUE AND PREFACE 

The Lord be with you.   And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 
through whom you will also make all things new 
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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SANCTUS  

 

 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
 
With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 

Come among us. 
Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
All praise and glory are yours, 
Holy One of Israel, 

Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

As we wait and wonder, let us also be fed. Jesus welcomes all to this 
table. Come!  

 
(The assembly may be seated.) 

LAMB OF GOD 

 
COMMUNION 

(The assembly may be seated during distribution. Please follow the 
ushers' directions as you are invited forward to either kneel or stand at 
the rail.) 

 

 

 

 

 



22 
 

COMMUNION HYMN  #471 Let US Break Bread Together 

 

 

#479 We Come to the Hungry Feast 
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(After all have received, please stand as you are able.) 
EUCHARISTIC BLESSING   

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace and peace. Amen. 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER    (assisting minister) 
Let us pray. 
God for whom we wait,  in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day 
when the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make 
known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your name, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

Blessing of the Christmas Gifts 

 
(The assembly stands as they are able.) 
BLESSING 

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you 
may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. God + bless you 

now and forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN  #267 Joy to the World 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

Why are we waiting? 
For the coming of Jesus. 
How are we waiting? 

With patience and hope. 
Go in peace. Soon, and very soon, we are going to see the king. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

 
POSTLUDE 
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER THOSE IN NEED OF HEALING: 

Debbie Bartfield and Rose [requested by Pastor Jean] 

Elena Quandt [requested by Doreen Flanagan] 

Vanessa Marie Lahann, Gavin Lahann [requested by Violet & Donnalee] 

Allie Abruzzi [requested by Ashley Gyscek] 

Tania Dufour [requested by Maria Gyscek] 

Steve Jaffe, Jimmy, Richard & George Mengert Bruce Logan, Betty Perlish, Alex Hegarty, Bob Widmer, 

Carmine Colasanto, [requested by Carolyn Gabelman] 

Deirdre Reilly, Jeanne McCurdy, Belinda Busaca Zeitlin, Margo Naranjo [requested by Barbara English] 

Mel Flaherty, Elizabeth Flaherty [requested by Amanda Flaherty] 

Neil Gwinn [requested by Anastasia] 

Family of Richie Cardoza [requested by Bill Moser] 

Jimmy LaSurdo, David Schwack, Amanda Haeffer 

Fran Favara [requested by Liz DeLuca] 

Anita Ahrens, Craig Keil, Kate Furtado [requested by Janis Raineri] 

Carynne Solensten [requested by Joanne Wortmann] 

Gina Marie, Sal Agnello, Charlie Macaluso [requested by Jane DeRosa] 

Lyla Suffis [requested by Jen & Brett Suffis] 

Karen Crimi, Jeffrey Gilmore, Rev. Wayne Gollenberg, Barbara McCanlis [requested by Jill Breimann] 

Pastor Rebecca Pollicino, Ruth Clark 

Stu Souza, Micelle Dozier-Morgan [requested by Mary Fjellstad] 

Carolyn Martin [requested by Linda Overton] 

James Riley [requested by Lita Riley] 

Marissa Evers, Lauren Cravotta [requested by Joe & Margie Costello] 

Rev. Margaret Casses, Jeff Taylor [requested by Fred Swanson] 

The family of Robert Grisafi [requested by Colleen Donohue] 

Mary Ellen Tiffany, Don Cimato [requested by the Klouda Family] 

Bobby Hazen, James Pallazzo, Don Spagna, Rose Marie Peragine, Amy Jane McGlynn, Richard Lewis, 

Rocky Cinque [requested by Marianne Spagna] 

Judy Daley, Jennifer Meisenkothen, Rachel Boccio, John Sullivan [requested by Dorothy & Jim Clavell] 

Carolyn Bennett [requested Jill Spage] 

Arthur Schaeffler [requested by the Poulos Family] 

Nancy M., Judy Zimmerman, Brett D, [requested by Cindy Davis] 

Emilie Diehl [requested by daughters Cyndie & Kathy]  

Emily Richardson, Betsy Johnsrud, Laura Hicks, Andrew Madarasz, [requested by Leslee & Steve 

Mathieson] 

Marilyn Havighorst [requested by Martha Hahn] 

Andy Hazin & the Hazin family, Ilse Gunther [requested by the Hoffman family] 

David Travis [requested by Richard Travis] 
THOSE IN MILITARY SERVICE:  

Sgt Eric Hodosky, Lt Col Lenore Livingston née Fortin, Corporal August Detting,  

LT Col William Fortin, Sgt Jack Dougherty, Sgt Jasmine Dougherty 
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Blue Christmas Service at St. Thomas of Canterbury 

Wednesday, December 17th 7:00pm 

Let us join together for a Contemplative Liturgy  

of Remembrance 

 

Christmas Eve Services 

4:00pm  - Family Candlelight Service with  

Holy Communion 

10:00pm – Festive Candlelight Service with  

Holy Communion 

 

Christmas Day Services 

10:00am – The Nativity of Our Lord 

 

First Sunday of Christmas, December 28th,  10:00am 

A Festival of Lessons & Carols at  

St. Thomas of Canterbury  

**NO WORSHIP AT ST. ANDREW’S** 
 

 


