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Baptism of Our Lord 

The Liturgy of Holy Communion 

        January 7th, 2024 ☩ 10:00 a.m. 

 

GATHERING 

 
PRELUDE  

 
*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
The assembly stands as they are able. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is 

marked at baptism. 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, 

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
and by your Word you created the world, 

calling forth life in which you took delight. 
 
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 

By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
  

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 

Shower us with your Spirit, 
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
  

To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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*GATHERING SONG # 456 Baptized in Water 
 

 
 

 
 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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KYRIE (p. 147) 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 148) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you! And also with you! 

Let us pray. Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the waters. 
Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow after your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

ANTHEM (CHOIR) 

 

WORD 
 
 

FIRST READING:  Genesis 1:1-5 
A reading from Genesis. 
Out of chaos, God brings order. Out of the formless void, God brings light. This familiar story 

was good news for the Israelites, who experienced much chaos in their history. It remains good 
news for us. God created and continues to create new life. 

1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless void 
and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the 
waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light 

was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the 
darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

 
PSALM: Psalm 29 
 

  1Ascribe to the | LORD, you gods, 
  ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength. 
 2Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due God’s name; 

  worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness. 
 3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders; 

  the LORD is upon the | mighty waters. 
 4The voice of the LORD is a pow- | erful voice; 
  the voice of the LORD is a | voice of splendor.  

 5The voice of the LORD breaks the | cedar trees; 
  the LORD breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon; 

 6the LORD makes Lebanon skip | like a calf, 
  and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox. 
 7The voice | of the LORD 

  bursts forth in | lightning flashes. 
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8The voice of the LORD | shakes the wilderness; 
  the LORD shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh.  
9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the | forests bare. 
  And in the temple of the LORD all are | crying, “Glory!” 

 10The LORD sits enthroned a- | bove the flood; 
  the LORD sits enthroned as king for- | evermore. 
 11O LORD, give strength | to your people; 

  give them, O LORD, the bless- | ings of peace.  
 

SECOND READING: Acts 19:1-7 
A reading from Acts 
 

In Ephesus, Paul encounters people who had received John’s baptism of repentance but had 
never heard of the Holy Spirit or of baptism in the name of Jesus. After Paul baptizes them, the 

Holy Spirit comes upon them and empowers them with gifts of the Spirit. 

1While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to Ephesus, 
where he found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you 

became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3Then 
he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” 4Paul said, 

“John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was 
to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the 

Lord Jesus. 6When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they 
spoke in tongues and prophesied—7altogether there were about twelve of them. 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
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GOSPEL: Mark 1:4-11 

The holy gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Mark’s gospel reports the story of Jesus’ baptism with some irony: the one on whom the Spirit 
descends is himself the one who will baptize others with the Holy Spirit. 

1The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2As it is written in the prophet 
Isaiah, "See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way; 3the voice 
of one crying out in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord, 

make his paths straight,'" 
 

4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 

sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate 
locusts and wild honey.  
7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to 

stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

 
 9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 

Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the 
Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the 
Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

 
The gospel of the Lord.    Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY #453 Baptized and Set Free (The Choir will sing the first verse and then 
the congregation will sing vs 1 - 4) 

 

 
 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing on the church, the 
world, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 
Inspire wisdom and a spirit of proclamation in your church, God of forgiveness. Uplift leaders to 
share the truth of your word in community. Encourage us to live into the promises of baptism, 

working for justice and peace in all the world. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 

 
Renew your creation, God of thunder and mighty waters. Restore the rivers in which your 
children are baptized. May fields flourish and grow. Summon the stewards and caretakers of the 

land to cherish your good works. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 

 
Give strength to your leaders, God who is present in every country and community. Raise up 
leaders committed to equity and healing. Grant them discernment and compassion as they lead 

in love. Bring peace to Ukraine, the Middle East and all the world. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 

 
Protect and cherish the most vulnerable among us, God of strength. Accompany those separated 

from family or hurting from broken relationships. Shelter our unhoused neighbors and any 
experiencing poverty. Protect those incarcerated in prisons and detention centers. Care for the 
sick and suffering especially Jane, Jennifer, Lucy, Rachel, and Mary Ellen; those serving in the 

military, all on the prayer list; all people affected by COVID-19, for the victims of the ongoing 
violence in Ukraine and the Middle East, and those we name before you now (pause). God of 

grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Encourage this congregation, God who calls and sends disciples. Guide us in accompanying, 
learning from, and serving our neighbors on the margins, following the example of Jesus. God of 

grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
Trusting the assurance of the Holy Spirit, we remember all who have died and rest in God’s care. 

Give hope to those who grieve even as we rest in your eternal promise of resurrection. God of 
grace, 
receive our prayer. 

 
Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent prayers of our 

hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 
The assembly may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say Peace be with 

you.  
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MEAL 
 

OFFERING 

Thank you for your generous financial support of the ministries of Saint Andrew’s, you may give 
in person, by mail or by visiting our website for online giving. Donations: 

standrewsofsmithtown.org/donate 

 
OFFERTORY HYMN #466 In the Singing 

 
 
*OFFERING PRAYER  

God our provider, 
by your merciful hand 

abundance springs up from the earth. 
Receive and bless these gifts of your own bounty. 

Let them be a sign of your steadfast love 
and faithfulness for all people, 
through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
DIALOGUE AND PREFACE 
 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 

 
 
 

 
 

 

https://www.standrewsofsmithtown.org/donate/
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Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord. 

 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 
through whom you will also make all things new 

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

SANCTUS 

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

In the last celebration of Holy Communion, these elements were consecrated and we heard 
again the story of God’s mighty acts and of the love shown to us in the death and resurrection of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. These words were spoken; 

 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
We were given assurance of our Lord’s presence through the gift of His Holy Spirit.  

Now we receive the same bread of life and the same cup of blessing,  
that you may be strengthened through your participation in the body of Christ. 

Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one let us pray as the Lord taught,  
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

In this meal, righteousness and peace meet together. 
Come, take your place at the table. 
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LAMB OF GOD 

 
The assembly may be seated during distribution.  
 
COMMUNION HYMN #423 Shall We Gather at the River 
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*POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
 

 
*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this 

gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love 
toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 
 

SENDING 
 

BLESSING 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen. 

 
 

SENDING HYMN #575 In Christ Called to Baptize 
 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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POSTLUDE 
 

This morning we welcome Vicar Jean Dougherty 
 

Please join us for coffee hour immediately following worship. Thank you to Donna and Frank 
Meystrik our hosts this week. 
 

There will be a meeting of the Church Council today at 11:45am in the Footprints room in 
Parish Hall. 

 
The food pantry is currently in need of basic non-perishable foods, such as: 
Laundry detergent, cereal, peanut butter, mac and cheese, tomato sauce, tuna fish, canned 

chicken. We thank you for any donations. 
 

Community Outreach and Ministry St. Andrew's is collecting the following items to support 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Wyandanch: 
 

Toothbrush, toothpaste, mouthwash, small hard candy (ex. Jolly Ranchers), travel size lotion, 
sanitizer, maxi pads individually wrapped tampons, travel size shaving cream, razors wrapped, 

men and women deodorant, bandaids, lip balm, packs of tissues. 
Please bring these items to the office or to the collection box located in the Narthex. 

Thank you for your donations! 
 
Pastor Paul Downing of St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church in Port Jefferson 

Station serves as our coverage pastor. He can be reached anytime for pastoral care and 
emergencies at cell# 347-423-3623. If he is unable to answer, please leave a message and he 

will return your call as soon as possible. He can also be reached by email at 
pastorpauldowning@yahoo.com. Questions about meetings and day to day activities at St. 
Andrew's should still be directed to the office at 631.265.2288 or 

info@standrewsofsmithtown.org. 
 

Pastor Paul Downing invites you to join him and the St. Paul's community for weekly 
Bible Study and/or Prayer Group. 
Bible Study : 9:30am Wednesday mornings on Zoom (meeting ID 977-887-967) 

Bible Study : 10:30am Wednesday mornings In Person at St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, Port Jefferson Station 

Prayer Group: 10:30am Friday mornings In Person and via Zoom (meeting ID 800-555-016) at 
St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

mailto:pastorpauldowning@yahoo.com
mailto:info@standrewsofsmithtown.org
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER  
THOSE IN NEED OF HEALING: 

Melissa Zimmerman and her family [requested by Janice Raineri] 
Mary Ellen Tiffany, John Grube, Richard Klouda, Teresa Caliguiri [requested by the Klouda 

Family] 
Eddie Hope [requested by Jane and Paul DeRosa] 
Noam Gilbert Lieberman [requested by Eve Overton] 

Jeff Taylor [requested by Fred Swanson] 
Richard Angelo, Rocky Cinque [requested by Marianne Spagna] 

Lucy Harris and her family, Sara Larson [requested by the Francis family] 
Jeff Hanson, Jennifer Meisenkothen, Rachel Boccio Chris Kelly, John Sullivan [requested by 
Dorothy & Jim Clavell] 

Carolyn Bennett [requested Jill Spage] 
Arthur Schaeffler [requested by the Poulos Family] 

Mary Ellen Sconzo [requested by Grabrielle Sconzo] 

Pam Provetto [requested by Joe & Margie Costello] 
Brett D, Bill Michalski, father in law of Jessica Davis Michalski [requested by Cindy Davis] 

Robert & Pat Richards [requested by Mary Fjellstad] 

Bob Blagriff, Bill Davey [requested by Tom & Pat Pernice] 

Barbara McCanlis, Patty DeGoveia [requested by Jill Breimann] 

Gavin Lahann [requested by Grandmother Violet Lahann] 

Emilie Diehl [requested by daughters Cyndie & Kathy] 

Laura Hicks, Andrew Madarasz, Gerard Tuohy [requested by Leslee & Steve Mathieson] 
Alex Hegarty, Bob Widmer, Carmine Colasanto, Richard & George Mengert [requested by 
Carolyn Gabelman] 

Tracey Parisi, Margo Naranjo, John Hochuli [requested by Barbara English] 

Marilyn Havighorst [requested by Martha Hahn] 

Kerri Swanson [requested by Linda & Jud Taylor] 

Andy Hazin & the Hazin family, Ilse Gunther [requested by the Hoffman family] 

David Travis [requested by Richard Travis] 

The family of Elaine Robinson [requested by Deborah Cella] 

Viola Giovinco [requested by Liz DeLuca] 

 
THOSE IN MILITARY SERVICE: 
Sgt Eric Hodosky 

Major Lenore Livingston [daughter of Helen & Art Fortin] 

Corporal August Detting 

Major William Fortin 
 
(Please advise the office of any updates in your prayer requests.) 


