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                          Seventh Sunday after Pentecost  

       Family Worship with 

Service of the Word 

July 16, 2023 ☩ 10:00 a.m. 

 

GATHERING 

 
PRELUDE 

 
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

The assembly stands as they are able. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is 
marked at baptism. 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to 
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive 

your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 

ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives 
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 

therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 

the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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*GATHERING SONG # 679 For the Fruit of All Creation 

 
 

 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 



*Asterisk indicates where the assembly is invited to stand as they are able. 

 

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE  

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you! And also with you! 
Let us pray. Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy 
Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 

WORD 
 
FIRST READING:     Isaiah 55:10-13 

A reading from Isaiah. 
 

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their return to 
the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap their 

hands. 
 
10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 

  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 
 making it bring forth and sprout, 

  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
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11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
  it shall not return to me empty, 

 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
12For you shall go out in joy, 
  and be led back in peace; 
 the mountains and the hills before you 

  shall burst into song, 
  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 
 and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 

  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM: Psalm 65:[1-8] 9-13 

 
1You are to be praised, O | God, in Zion; 
  to you shall vows | be fulfilled. 

 2To you, the one | who answers prayer, 
  to you all | flesh shall come. 

 3Our sins are strong- | er than we are, 
  but you blot out | our transgressions. 
 4Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your | courts to dwell there! 

  They will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by the holiness | of your 
temple.  

 5Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of | our salvation, 
  O hope of all the ends of the earth and of the oceans | far away. 
 6You make firm the mountains | by your power; 

  you are girded a- | bout with might. 
 7You still the roaring | of the seas, 

  the roaring of their waves, and the clamor | of the peoples. 
 8Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your | marvelous signs; 
  you make the dawn and the dusk to | sing for joy.  

]  9You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the river of God 
is | full of water. 

  You prepare the grain, for so you provide | for the earth. 
 10You drench the furrows and smooth | out the ridges; 

  with heavy rain you soften the ground and | bless its increase. 
 11You crown the year | with your goodness, 
  and your paths over- | flow with plenty. 

 12May the fields of the wilderness be | rich for grazing, 
  and the hills be | clothed with joy. 

 13May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak them- | selves with 
grain; 
  let them shout for | joy and sing.  
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming 

the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus 
explains why this good news produces different results in those who hear. 
 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds 
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the 

beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to 
sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them 
up. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up 

quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since 
they had no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up 

and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, 
some sixty, some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 
 

 18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and 
does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is 

what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears 
the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only 
for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person 

immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the 
word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing.  
23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, 
who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another 
thirty.” 

 
The gospel of the Lord.    Praise to you, O Christ. 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY # 516 Almighty God, Your Word is Cast 

 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for the church, those 

in need, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

Guide your church, O God, to sow seeds of forgiveness and righteousness on good soil. Direct 
your people to proclaim your love in this congregation and throughout the world. Hear us, O 
God. 

Your mercy is great. 
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Sustain your creation, O God, by sending favorable weather, causing trees and fields to grow, 
protecting waterways from pollution, and instilling in all people the need to be good stewards. 

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 
Maintain peace among all people, O God, and raise up lawyers to work for justice in the courts, 
advocates to speak for the downtrodden, and politicians to work on behalf of the common good. 

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 
Heal those who are sick, O God especially, Arthur, Rachel, Mary Ellen, Michelle, Bill M., Andrew, 
Bill F., Bill D., Luke and Emilie; those serving in the military, all on the prayer list; all people 

affected by COVID-19; and those we name before you now (pause). Guide health care workers 
to care for those who suffer, scientists to conduct lifesaving research, and counselors to care for 

victims of sexual abuse and exploitation. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Answer the prayers of those gathered in worship, O God. Protect those who travel near and far, 
accompany visitors to this congregation, and nurture our faith. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

God of the nations, you desire that all the peoples of the world live in peace. Guide government 
leaders at all levels—national, state/province, and local—to work for justice, mercy, and 
reconciliation. Bring peace to our world. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
Inspire us by the faithful departed, O God, examples of your embodied love, whose confidence in 
the resurrection guides us in living lives worthy of the gospel. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

(Pastor) Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the one 
who reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

PEACE     
   

OFFERING 

Thank you for your generous financial support of the ministries of Saint Andrew’s, you may give 
in person, by mail or by visiting our website for online giving. Donations: 
standrewsofsmithtown.org/donate 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

https://www.standrewsofsmithtown.org/donate/
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OFFERTORY HYMN #184  Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 

 
 

*OFFERING PRAYER  
God of field and forest, sea and sky, 
you are the giver of all good things. 

Sustain us with these gifts of your creation, 
and multiply your graciousness in us, 

that the world may be fed with your love, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
 

Let us pray. Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things:  you 

spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being.  For your 
Word of life, O God, 

we give you thanks and praise. 
 
By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts:  freedom from 

captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you.  For 
your Word of life, O God, 

we give you thanks and praise. 
 
Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness:  forgiveness 

through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your 
Word of life, O God, 

we give you thanks and praise. 
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Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our 
hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw 

near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and 
the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 

Amen 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

SENDING 
 
BLESSING 

The God who calls across the cosmos 
and speaks in the smallest seed 

☩ bless, keep, and sustain you 

now and to the end of the age. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN  # 547 Sent Forth by God's Blessing 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the harvest. 

Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 

 
This morning we welcome Pastor Vicki Elfers. 
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Pastor Paul Downing of St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church in Port Jefferson 
Station serves as our coverage pastor. He can be reached anytime for pastoral care and 

emergencies at cell# 347-423-3623. If he is unable to answer, please leave a message and he 
will return your call as soon as possible. He can also be reached by email at 

pastorpauldowning@yahoo.com. Questions about meetings and day to day activities at St. 
Andrew's should still be directed to the office at 631.265.2288 or 
info@standrewsofsmithtown.org. 

 
There will be a memorial gathering in thanksgiving for the life of Rev. Harald Peeders 

Wednesday, July 19th at 11:00 a.m., Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, 716 NY-25A 
Rocky Point, NY 11778 
(631) 744-9355 

 
Smithtown Food Pantry - volunteers needed for August. 

August is St. Andrews month for volunteering at the Smithtown Food Pantry!  Volunteers are 
needed Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays from 9:30am-12:30pm.  A sign-up sheet is 

available in the Narthex.   Your time and help is needed and appreciated! 
COVID vaccinations are required in order to volunteer.   
Please contact Julie Francis at 303-898-2511 with any questions.   

 
The food pantry is currently in need of basic non-perishable foods, such as: 

Cereal, peanut butter, mac and cheese, tomato sauce, tuna fish, canned chicken 
We thank you for any donations. 
 

Pastor Paul Downing invites you to join him and the St. Paul's community for weekly 
Bible Study and/or Prayer Group. 

Bible Study : 9:30am Wednesday mornings on Zoom (meeting ID 977-887-967) 
Bible Study : 10:30am Wednesday mornings In Person at St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, Port Jefferson Station 

Prayer Group: 10:30am Friday mornings In Person and via Zoom (meeting ID 800-555-016) at 
St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

 
St. Thomas of Canterbury would like to invite our congregation to Wednesday evening 

Contemplative Night Prayer at 7 p.m., beginning September 6th and continuing each 
Wednesday through December 2023.  
This is a liturgy of prayer, meditation, and sacred silence. 

 
90 Edgewater Ave. Smithtown, NY 11787 

Phone 631-265-4520 
E-mail: stthomasofcan@optonline.net 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:pastorpauldowning@yahoo.com
mailto:info@standrewsofsmithtown.org
https://www.google.com/search?q=trinity+luteran+church+rocky+point&rlz=1C1CHBF_enUS986US1004&oq=trinity+luteran+church+rocky+point&aqs=chrome..69i57j46i13i175i199i512j0i22i30j0i390i650l5.2025118777j0j15&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
mailto:stthomasofcan@optonline.net
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER (16 July 2023) 
THOSE IN NEED OF HEALING: 

Family and friends of Catherine Pernice, who has been called home to Christ. 
Arthur Schaeffler [requested by the Poulos Family] 

Rachel Boccio Chris Kelly, John Sullivan [requested by Dorothy & Jim Clavell] 
Mary Ellen Sconzo [requested by Grabrielle Sconzo] 

Margie Costello and the brother of Joe Costello [requested by Joe Costello & family] 
Bill Michalski, father in law of Jessica Davis Michalski [requested by Cindy Davis] 

Robert & Pat Richards, Don & Marianne Spagna [requested by Mary Fjellstad] 

Bob Blagriff, Bill Davey [requested by Tom & Pat Pernice] 

Barbara McCanlis, Patty DeGoveia [requested by Jill Breimann] 

Jack & Adam Souza [requested by Laura Kostecki] 

Ellen Bell [requested by Dorothy Graf] 

Gavin Lahann[requested by Grandmother Violet Lahann] 

Luke Meyveci [requested by Dana Sanzone] 

Emilie Diehl [requested by daughters Cyndie & Kathy] 

Sara Larson [requested by Julie & Michael Francis] 

Andrew Madarasz, Gerard Tuohy [requested by Leslee & Steve Mathieson] 

Chris Peck, Bob Widmer, Carmine Colasanto, Richard & George Mengert [requested by Carolyn 
Gabelman] 

Tracey Parisi, Margo Naranjo, John Hochuli [requested by Barbara English] 

Norma Martin [requested by Sue Rorke] 

Marilyn Havighorst [requested by Martha Hahn] 

Nicholas Mauceri and Rocky Cinque [requested by Marianne Spagna] 

Richard Wiles [husband of Joan Wiles] 

Stefanie Spath [requested by Marianna Ulc and family] 

Kerri Swanson [requested by Linda & Jud Taylor] 

Andy Hazin & the Hazin family, Ilse Gunther [requested by the Hoffman family] 

Zach Hills [requested by Brian & Diane Marley] 

Bernadette Uneberg [requested by John Hinsch] 

David Travis [requested by Richard Travis] 

Carolyn Martin [requested by Linda Overton] 

The family of Elaine Robinson [requested by Deborah Cella] 

Bill Feigin [requested by Jessica Michalski] 

Suzie DiSanza [requested by Donna Ihlen] 

Viola Giovinco [requested by Liz DeLuca] 

Amy Kitay [requested by Diana Smiloff] 

 
THOSE IN MILITARY SERVICE: 
Sgt Eric Hodosky 

Captain Zachary Hinsch [nephew of Judy & John Hinsch] 

Major Lenore Livingston [daughter of Helen & Art Fortin] 

Corporal August Detting 

Major William Fortin 


