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                                            Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Worship with Holy Communion 

April 30th, 2023 ☩ 10:00 a.m. 
 

GATHERING 

 

PRELUDE 

 
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

The assembly stands as they are able. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is 
marked at baptism. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

by whose hand we are given new birth, 
by whose speaking we are given new life. 
Amen. 

 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 

we are welcomed, restored, and supported 
as citizens of the new creation. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

 
Holy God, 

holy and merciful, 
holy and mighty, 
you are the river of life, 

you are the everlasting wellspring. 
 

In mercy and might you have freed us from death 
and raised us with Jesus, the firstborn of the dead. 
In baptismal waters our old life is washed away, 

and in them we are born anew. 
 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues. 
 
Glory to you for oceans and lakes, 

for rivers and streams. 
Honor to you for waters that wash us clean, 

quench our thirst, and nurture both crops and creatures. 
Praise to you for the life-giving water of baptism, 

the outpouring of the Spirit of the new creation. 
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Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you. 
Empower our witness to your resurrection. 

Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all. 
 

Satisfy the world’s need through this living water. 
Where drought dries the earth, bring refreshment. 

Where despair prevails, grant hope. 
Where chaos reigns, bring peace. 
We ask this through Christ, 

who with you and the Spirit reigns forever. 
Amen. 

 

*GATHERING HYMN #385 Good Christian friends, rejoice and sing! 

 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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KYRIE (p.147) 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
 

 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 

O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety through the valleys of 
death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in certainty and security to the joyous feast 

prepared in your house, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

ANTHEM (CHOIR) 
 

 
WORD 

 

FIRST READING: Acts 2:42-47 
A reading from Acts  

 
Today’s reading is a description of life in the community following Peter’s sermon on the day of 

Pentecost, when the Spirit was poured out on God’s people. The new community is sustained in 
worship and fellowship, shares what they have, and ensures that everyone has enough. 

42[The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of 

bread and the prayers. 
 43Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the 

apostles. 44All who believed were together and had all things in common; 45they would sell their 
possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46Day by day, as they 
spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad 

and generous hearts, 47praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day 
the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 

 
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 
 

PSALM: Psalm 23 
 
 1The LORD| is my shepherd; 

  I shall not | be in want. 
 2The LORD makes me lie down | in green pastures 

  and leads me be- | side still waters. 
 3You restore my | soul, O LORD, 
  and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake. 

 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil; 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me.  

 5You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over. 
 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life, 

  and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever.  
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SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:19-25 
A reading from 1 Peter. 

 
Doing the right things does not guarantee that one will not experience difficulties, hardships, 

rejection, or even suffering. Here Christ is presented as the model for our path of endurance and 
loyalty to God, particularly amid adversity. 

19It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. 20If you 
endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do 
right and suffer for it, you have God’s approval. 21For to this you have been called, because 

Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps. 
 22“He committed no sin, 

  and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 
23When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he 
entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. 24He himself bore our sins in his body on the 

cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been 
healed. 25For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and 

guardian of your souls. 
 
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
GOSPEL: John 10:1-10 

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Jesus uses an image familiar to the people of his day to make a point about spiritual leadership. 

Those who listen to Jesus are led to abundant life. 

[Jesus said:] 1“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but 

climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2The one who enters by the gate is the 
shepherd of the sheep. 3The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. 
He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4When he has brought out all his own, he 

goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5They will not follow 
a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6Jesus 

used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them. 
 7So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8All who 
came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. 9I am the gate. 

Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. 10The thief 
comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it 

abundantly.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON 
 

*HYMN OF THE DAY # 502 The King of Love my Shepherd Is 

 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in 

need. 

A brief silence. 

You are the shepherd who gathers us in your mighty and loving arms. Help your church to listen 
for your voice, especially when the voices of sin, idolatry, and oppression threaten to overpower 

us. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

The green pastures, still waters, and dark valleys of this earth all belong to you, O Lord. Sustain 
your creation with a love that is both mighty and just. Where there is destruction, bring healing. 

Where there is desolation, bring abundance. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

You proclaim shepherding love, comfort, and protection for all people and all of creation. Direct 
leaders in our own time to learn from your example and instruction. Give them servant hearts, 

that they generously seek the good of all. Bring peace to our world. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

You journey with us wherever our paths may lead. We pray for those feeling overwhelmed by 
anxiety or depression or suffering in any way especially Michelle, Bill M., Leslie H., Andrew, Bill 

F., Bill D., Luke and Emilie; those serving in the military, all on the prayer list; all people 
affected by COVID-19; and those we name before you now (pause). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 
You are the sheepgate that gives safety to your beloved flocks. Provide protection for refugees, 

victims of domestic violence, those who are imprisoned, and all people who are vulnerable to 
violence and mistreatment. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

You call your sheep by name and lead them through the valley of death. We give you thanks for 
those who have died and now dwell in your house forever. Be with those who mourn, and give 
them hope in the promise of resurrection. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

(Pastor) Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, 
almighty and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
Amen. 

 
PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you! 
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MEAL 
 

We practice continuous communion.  The ushers will direct you when to come forward.  You may 

take the bread and the wine (in a single use cup) or just the bread.  You may also just come 
forward for a blessing. 

 

OFFERING 

Thank you for your support of the ministries of Saint Andrew’s, by mail or by 
visiting our website for online giving. Donations: standrewsofsmithtown.org/donate 

 
OFFERTORY HYMN# 462 Now We Join in Celebration V. 1-2 

 
 
*OFFERING PRAYER  

Generous God, 
in this meal you offer your very self. 
We give thanks for these gifts of the earth. 

In the breaking of this bread 
reveal to us the Risen One. 

In the pouring of this wine 
pour us out in service to the world; 
through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

https://www.standrewsofsmithtown.org/donate/
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
DIALOGUE AND PREFACE 
 
The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 

through whom you will also make all things new 
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
SANCTUS  
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come and know Christ, 

broken and poured out for you. 
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LAMB OF GOD  

 
Body of Christ, given for you. 
Blood of Christ, shed for you. 

 
 
COMMUNION HYMN #484 You Satisfy the Hungry Heart: Gift of Finest Wheat 
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*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Gracious God, 
in you we live and move and have our being. 
With your word and this meal of grace, 

you have nourished our life together. 
Strengthen us to show your love 

and serve the world in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 

 

SENDING 
 
 

BLESSING 
The God of all, 

who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, 

bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to live in the new creation. 
Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN #362 At the Lamb's High Feast We Sing V. 1,3,6, 8 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
 

This morning we welcome Pastor Nancy Rakoczy. 
 
Flowers on the Altar this week are given in loving memory of Audrey Reumann, given by 

Eric Reumann and family. 
 

Please join us for coffee hour immediately following worship. Thank you to Donna & Frank 
Meystrik, our host's this week. 
 

The next Voters Meeting will be Sunday, May 21st at 11:45am in the Parish Hall. 
 

The food pantry is currently in need of basic non-perishable foods, such as: 
Cereal, peanut butter, mac and cheese, tomato sauce, tuna fish, canned chicken 
We thank you for any donations. 

 
Pastor Paul Downing of St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church in Port Jefferson Station serves as 

our coverage pastor. He can be reached anytime for pastoral care and emergencies at  
cell# 347-423-3623. If he is unable to answer, please leave a message and he will return your 
call as soon as possible. He can also be reached by email at pastorpauldowning@yahoo.com. 

Questions about meetings and day to day activities at St. Andrew's should still be directed to the 
office at 631.265.2288 or info@standrewsofsmithtown.org. 

 
Pastor Paul Downing invites you to join him and the St. Paul's community for weekly Bible Study 
and/or Prayer Group. 

Bible Study : 9:30am Wednesday mornings on Zoom (meeting ID 977-887-967) 
Bible Study : 10:30am Wednesday mornings In Person at St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran 

Church, Port Jefferson Station 
Prayer Group: 10:30am Friday mornings In Person and via Zoom (meeting ID 800-555-016) at 
St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

mailto:pastorpauldowning@yahoo.com
mailto:info@standrewsofsmithtown.org
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER (30 April 2023) 
THOSE IN NEED OF HEALING: 

Bill Michalski, father in law of Jessica Davis Michalski [requested by Cindy Davis] 

Robert & Pat Richards, Don & Marianne Spagna [requested by Mary Fjellstad] 

Catherine Pernice, Bob Blagriff, Bill Davey [requested by Tom & Pat Pernice] 

Barbara McCanlis, Patty DeGoveia [requested by Jill Breimann] 

Jack & Adam Souza [requested by Laura Kostecki] 

Ellen Bell [requested by Dorothy Graf] 

Gavin Lahann[requested by Grandmother Violet Lahann] 

Luke Meyveci [requested by Dana Sanzone] 

Emilie Diehl [requested by daughters Cyndie & Kathy] 

Sara Larson [requested by Julie & Michael Francis] 

Leslie Hansen, Andrew Madarasz, Gerard Tuohy [requested by Leslee & Steve Mathieson] 

John Stabile [requested by Lydia Moser] 

Amy Gabelman, Chris Peck, Bob Widmer, Lex Stolle, Carmine Colasanto, Richard & George 
Mengert [requested by Carolyn Gabelman] 

Tracey Parisi, Margo Naranjo, John Hochuli [requested by Barbara English] 

Norma Martin [requested by Sue Rorke] 

Marilyn Havighorst [requested by Martha Hahn] 

Nicholas Mauceri and Rocky Cinque [requested by Marianne Spagna] 

Richard Wiles [husband of Joan Wiles] 

Stefanie Spath [requested by Marianna Ulc and family] 

Chris Kelly, John Sullivan [requested by Dottie & Jim Clavell] 

Kerri Swanson [requested by Linda & Jud Taylor] 

Andy Hazin & the Hazin family, Ilse Gunther [requested by the Hoffman family] 

Zach Hills [requested by Brian & Diane Marley] 

Bernadette Uneberg [requested by John Hinsch] 

David Travis [requested by Richard Travis] 

Carolyn Martin [requested by Linda Overton] 

The family of Elaine Robinson [requested by Deborah Cella] 

Bill Feigin [requested by Jessica Michalski] 

Suzie DiSanza [requested by Donna Ihlen] 

Viola Giovinco [requested by Liz DeLuca] 

Amy Kitay [requested by Diana Smiloff] 

THOSE IN MILITARY SERVICE: 

Sgt Eric Hodosky 

Captain Zachary Hinsch [nephew of Judy & John Hinsch] 

Major Lenore Livingston [daughter of Helen & Art Fortin] 

Corporal August Detting 

Major William Fortin 


