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Saint Andrew’s Lutheran Church Smithtown, New York 11787 

Info@standrewsofsmithtown.org 
Nicholas Suminski, Organist and Music Director ▪ Jean Dougherty, Seminarian  

 

                                           Second Sunday in Lent 

Worship with Holy Baptism and Holy Communion 

March 5th, 2023 ☩ 10:00 a.m. 
 

GATHERING 

 

PRELUDE 

 
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

The assembly stands as they are able. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is 
marked at baptism. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who journeys with us these forty days, 
and sustains us with the gift of grace. 
Amen. 

 
Let us acknowledge before God and one another 

our need for repentance and God’s mercy. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy God, 

we confess to you our faults and failings. 
Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word; 

we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; 
we spoil rather than steward your creation; 
we cause hurt though you call us to heal; 

we choose fear over compassion. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 

as we seek to follow in your way of life. 
Amen. 
 

Hear the good news: 
God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, 

so that all may receive life. 
This promise is for you! 
God embraces you with divine mercy, 

☩ forgives you in Christ’s name, 

and revives you in the Spirit’s power. 
Amen. 
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*GATHERING SONG # 448 This Is the Spirit's Entry Now 

 
 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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KYRIE (p. 147) 
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BAPTISM OF RUBY ANNIKA YAKSTIS 
 

PRESENTATION 

Candidates for baptism, sponsors and parents gather with the minister at the font.  

In baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and death by joining us to the death 

and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are born children of a fallen humanity; by water 

and the Holy Spirit we are reborn children of God and made members of the church, the body of 

Christ. Living with Christ and in the communion of saints, we grow in faith, love, and obedience 

to the will of God. 

 

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have Ruby 

Annika baptized into Christ? 

Parents: I do. 

 

As you bring Ruby Annika to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities: 

to live with her among God's faithful people, bring her to the word of God and the holy supper, 

teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, place in her hands the holy 

scriptures, and nurture her in faith and prayer, so that your child may learn to trust God, 

proclaim Christ through word and deed, care for others and the world God made, and work for 

justice and peace. 

 

Do you promise to help Ruby Annika grow in the Christian faith and life? 

Parents: I do. 

 

Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Ruby Annika in the Christian faith as you are empowered 

by God's Spirit, and to help her live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with the 

church? 

Sponsors: I do. 

 

People of God, do you promise to support Ruby Annika and pray for her in her new life in Christ? 

All: We do. 

 

The assembly stands. 

 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 

Parents, sponsors, and people of God, I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, 

and confess the faith of the church. 

 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

Response: I renounce them. 

 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

Response: I renounce them. 

 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

Response: I renounce them.  
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Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your 

Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the waters of 

the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your people Israel from 

slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy 

Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and 

death and raise us up to live in you. Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, 

that those who are washed in the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given 

honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

The assembly may be seated. 

 

BAPTISM 

 

Ruby Annika Yakstis, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. Amen. 
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You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized. Alleluia. 

 

Let us pray. 

 

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your daughters and 

sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. 

 

Laying both hands on the head of the newly baptized, the minister prays: 

 

Sustain Ruby Annika Yakstis with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, 

the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. Amen. 

 

The presiding minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of the baptized.  

 

Ruby Annika, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of 

Christ forever. 

 

WELCOME 

 

A lighted candle may be given to a sponsor 

Jesus said, I am the light of the world. 

Let your light so shine before others 

that they may see your good works 

and glorify your Father in heaven. 

 

The ministers and the baptismal group face the assembly. 

Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

 

We welcome you into the body of Christ  

and into the mission we share: 

join us in giving thanks and praise to God 

and bearing God's creative and redeeming word  

to all the world. 

 

The service continues with the prayer of the day. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth to live as your 
children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit we may lift up your life to all 

the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
 

ANTHEM 
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WORD 
 
 

FIRST READING:  Genesis 12:1-4a  
A reading from Genesis. 
 

God’s call of Abram and Sarai has a clear purpose—that through them all the families of the 
earth would gain a blessing. As they set out on their journey, they are accompanied by promises 

of land, nation, and a great reputation. 

1The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the 
land that I will show you. 2I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your 

name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and the one who 
curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 

 4aSo Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

 
PSALM : Psalm 121 

 1I lift up my eyes | to the hills; 
  from where is my | help to come? 

 2My help comes | from the LORD, 
  the maker of heav- | en and earth. 

 3The LORD will not let your | foot be moved 
  nor will the one who watches over you | fall asleep. 

 4Behold, the keep- | er of Israel 
  will neither slum- | ber nor sleep;  
 5the LORD watches | over you; 

  the LORD is your shade at | your right hand; 
 6the sun will not strike | you by day, 

  nor the | moon by night. 
 7The LORD will preserve you | from all evil 
  and will | keep your life. 

 8The LORD will watch over your going out and your | coming in, 
  from this time forth for- | evermore.  

SECOND READING: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17  

A reading from Romans. 
 
In the person and example of Abraham we discover that a right relationship with God does not 

involve earning a reward from God but entails trusting God’s promises. Abraham is the forebear 
and model for both Jews and Gentiles, because we too trust that ours is a God who gives life to 

the dead. 

1What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? 2For if 
Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3For 

what does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as 
righteousness.” 4Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something 

due. 5But to one who without works trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned 
as righteousness. 



8 
 

 13For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his 
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the adherents of 

the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath; 
but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 

 16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be 
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who 

share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as it is written, “I have made you 
the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to 
the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (p. 151) 

 
 
GOSPEL:   John 3:1-17 

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

A curious Pharisee visits Jesus by night to learn from the teacher his friends reject. Jesus speaks 

to him about life in the Spirit and the kingdom of God. 

1Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He came to Jesus by night 

and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one 
can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” 3Jesus answered him, “Very 

truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from 
above.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one 
enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell 

you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6What is born 
of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be astonished that I said to 

you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound 
of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is 
born of the Spirit.” 9Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, 

“Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 
 11“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you 

do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, 
how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into heaven 
except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And just as Moses lifted up the 

serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him 
may have eternal life. 

 16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 
may not perish but may have eternal life. 
 17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 

world might be saved through him.” 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON 
 

*HYMN OF THE DAY # 323 God Loved the World 

 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

O God, you so love your church. Raise up leaders who care for your people. Bless lay 

theologians, seminary and college professors, and all who are called to the ministry of teaching, 
that they form and inspire us for the work of the gospel. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 
O God, you so love your creation. Breathe new life into our planetary home. Guide the work of 

researchers, scientists, and activists who love your earth and who inspire us to care for the 
natural world. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 
O God, you so love the world. Uphold leaders who resist tyranny and oppression. Strengthen 

organizations that promote peace and harmony. Direct their work to alleviate human suffering 
and to address its root causes. Bring peace to Ukraine. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

O God, you so love your people. Draw near to all who live with mental illness, depression, or 
addiction, and accompany them in healing and recovery. Hear the cries of those who look to you 
in their distress. Nurture all in need especially the Hoffmann and Gunther families, the Kohlhoff 

family, Bill M., Leslie H., Andrew, Bill F., Bill D., Luke and Emilie; those serving in the military, all 
on the prayer list; all people affected by COVID-19; and those we name before you now (pause). 
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We pray for all those suffering from global disasters especially those impacted by the 
earthquakes in Syria and Turkey. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

O God, you so love your children. Bless the young in our midst, and delight us with their joy, 
wonder, and curiosity. Revive our ministries with children and youth and equip us all for faithful 

discipleship. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

For Ruby Annika Yakstis, who joins the community of Christ in Holy Baptism, we thank you. 

May she always know that you are near. Make her one with all your people. Help her share with 

others the new life you give her in baptism, in your word, and at your table. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

O God, you so love your saints. As our ancestors in the faith have been a blessing to us, so 
inspire us by their example of holy living to be a blessing to those who come after us. Merciful 

God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

(Pastor) We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to 
renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 
PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you! 

 

 

MEAL 
 

We practice continuous communion.  The ushers will direct you when to come forward.  You may 
take the bread and the wine (in a single use cup) or just the bread.  You may also just come 

forward for a blessing. 

 
OFFERING 

Thank you for your support of the ministries of Saint Andrew’s, by mail or by 
visiting our website for online giving. Donations: standrewsofsmithtown.org/donate 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

https://www.standrewsofsmithtown.org/donate/
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OFFERTORY HYMN#481 Come to the Table 

 
 

*OFFERING PRAYER  
God of good gifts, 

receive these and all our offerings 
as we present them in faithful service 

for the sake of your gospel. 
Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal 
as you pour out your very presence 

through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. 
Amen. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
DIALOGUE AND PREFACE 
 
The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 
through whom you will also make all things new 
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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SANCTUS (p.153) 

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 

Your mercy is everlasting 
and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 

  
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 

Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 

to the land of milk and honey. 
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

With this bread and cup 
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
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O God of resurrection and new life: 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 

and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Bless this feast. 

Grace our table with your presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 

  
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 

Breathe new life into us. 
Send us forth, 

burning with justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  

With your holy ones of all times and places, 
with the earth and all its creatures, 

with sun and moon and stars, 
we praise you, O God, 
blessed and holy Trinity, 

now and forever. 
Amen.  

 
LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come and taste the joy of God 
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LAMB OF GOD (p.154) 

 
Body of Christ, given for you. 

Blood of Christ, shed for you. 
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COMMUNION HYMN #451 We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus 

 
 

 

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Embodied God, 
at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. 

With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, 
empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors 
and touch the world with your love. Amen. 

 

SENDING 
BLESSING 
God, the giver of love, 

☩ Christ, the resurrection and the life, 

and the Holy Spirit of rebirth 
bless you in this Lenten journey. Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN # ELW 831 The God of Abraham Praise (verses 1,3,4,8 only) 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve in love. Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE 

 
This morning we welcome Pastor Bruce Kaifler 

 
Lenten Night Prayer  
A special Lenten Compline Service with meditation will be held 7:00pm on Wednesday, March 1, 

8, 15, 22, & 29 at St Thomas of Canterbury 90 Edgewater Ave, Smithtown.  
All St. Andrew's parishioners are welcome. 

 
 
 

Pastor Paul Downing of St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church in Port Jefferson Station serves as 
our coverage pastor. He can be reached anytime for pastoral care and emergencies at  

cell# 347-423-3623. If he is unable to answer, please leave a message and he will return your 
call as soon as possible. He can also be reached by email at pastorpauldowning@yahoo.com. 
Questions about meetings and day to day activities at St. Andrew's should still be directed to the 

office at 631.265.2288 or info@standrewsofsmithtown.org. 
 

Pastor Paul Downing invites you to join him and the St. Paul's community for weekly Bible Study 
and/or Prayer Group. 
Bible Study : 9:30am Wednesday mornings on Zoom (meeting ID 977-887-967) 

Bible Study : 10:30am Wednesday mornings In Person at St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, Port Jefferson Station 

Prayer Group: 10:30am Friday mornings In Person and via Zoom (meeting ID 800-555-016) at 
St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN873x5707814448756447324&id=YN873x5707814448756447324&q=St+Thomas+Canterbury+Episcopal&name=St+Thomas+Canterbury+Episcopal&cp=40.85401153564453%7e-73.20515441894531&ppois=40.85401153564453_-73.20515441894531_St+Thomas+Canterbury+Episcopal
mailto:pastorpauldowning@yahoo.com
mailto:info@standrewsofsmithtown.org
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER (5 March 2023) 
THOSE IN NEED OF HEALING: 

Catherine Pernice, Bob Blagriff, Bill Davey [requested by Tom & Pat Pernice] 
Barbara McCanlis, Patty DeGoveia [requested by Jill Breimann] 

Jack & Adam Souza [requested by Laura Kostecki] 

Ellen Bell [requested by Dorothy Graf] 

Gavin Lahann[requested by Grandmother Violet Lahann] 

Luke Meyveci [requested by Dana Sanzone] 

Emilie Diehl [requested by daughters Cyndie & Kathy] 

Sara Larson [requested by Julie & Michael Francis] 

The family of Robert Kohlhoff, Leslie Hansen, Andrew Madarasz, the family of Harald Peeders, 

Gerard Tuohy [requested by Leslee & Steve Mathieson] 

John Stabile [requested by Lydia Moser] 

Amy Gabelman, Chris Peck, Bob Widmer, Lex Stolle, Carmine Colasanto, Richard & George 

Mengert [requested by Carolyn Gabelman] 

Tracey Parisi, Margo Naranjo, John Hochuli [requested by Barbara English] 

Norma Martin [requested by Sue Rorke] 

Brenda Dugan & granddaughter Chanelle, Robert & Pat Richards, Don & Marianne Spagna 
[requested by Mary Fjellstad] 

Marilyn Havighorst [requested by Martha Hahn] 

Nicholas Mauceri and Rocky Cinque [requested by Marianne Spagna] 

Richard Wiles [husband of Joan Wiles] 

Stefanie Spath [requested by Marianna Ulc and family] 

Chris Kelly, John Sullivan [requested by Dottie & Jim Clavell] 

Kerri Swanson [requested by Linda & Jud Taylor] 

Andy Hazin & the Hazin family, Ilse Gunther [requested by the Hoffman family] 

Zach Hills [requested by Brian & Diane Marley] 

Bernadette Uneberg [requested by John Hinsch] 

Pete Gambitsky, Pastor Roger Schleef, Walter Henning Sr., Pastor Frank Modr, Gary Weymer 

[requested by Pastor Shelhart] 

David Travis [requested by Richard Travis] 

Carolyn Martin [requested by Linda Overton] 

The family of Elaine Robinson [requested by Deborah Cella] 

Bill Feigin [requested by Jessica Michalski] 

Suzie DiSanza [requested by Donna Ihlen] 

Viola Giovinco [requested by Liz DeLuca] 

Amy Kitay [requested by Diana Smiloff] 
 

THOSE IN MILITARY SERVICE: 

Sgt Eric Hodosky 

Captain Zachary Hinsch [nephew of Judy & John Hinsch] 

Major Lenore Livingston [daughter of Helen & Art Fortin] 

Corporal August Detting 

Major William Fortin 


