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                                            Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Family Worship with Holy Communion 

March 19th, 2023 ☩ 10:00 a.m. 
 

GATHERING 

 

PRELUDE 

 
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

The assembly stands as they are able. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is 
marked at baptism. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who journeys with us these forty days, 
and sustains us with the gift of grace. 
Amen. 

 
Let us acknowledge before God and one another 

our need for repentance and God’s mercy. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy God, 

we confess to you our faults and failings. 
Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word; 

we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; 
we spoil rather than steward your creation; 
we cause hurt though you call us to heal; 

we choose fear over compassion. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 

as we seek to follow in your way of life. 
Amen. 
 

Hear the good news: 
God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, 

so that all may receive life. 
This promise is for you! 
God embraces you with divine mercy, 

☩ forgives you in Christ’s name, 

and revives you in the Spirit’s power. 
Amen. 
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*GATHERING SONG #92 Lord, My Strength 
 

 
 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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KYRIE (p. 147) 
 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious life and death 

for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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ANTHEM - CHOIR 

 

WORD 
 
 

 
 

PSALM : Psalm 23 

 1The LORD| is my shepherd; 
  I shall not | be in want. 

 2The LORD makes me lie down | in green pastures 
  and leads me be- | side still waters. 

 3You restore my | soul, O LORD, 
  and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake. 
 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil; 

  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me.  
 5You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies; 

  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over. 
 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever.  

 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (p. 151) 

 
 

 
GOSPEL:    John 9:1-41 
The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus heals a man born blind, provoking a hostile reaction that he regards as spiritual blindness 
to the things of God. 

1As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who 
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor 
his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4We must 

work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. 5As 
long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”  
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6When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the 
mud on the man’s eyes, 7saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). 

Then he went and washed and came back able to see. 8The neighbors and those who had seen 
him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?”  
9Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept 
saying, “I am the man.” 10But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11He 

answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to 
Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” 12They said to him, “Where 
is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 

 13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was a sabbath 
day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then the Pharisees also began to ask him 

how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and 
now I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the 
sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were 

divided. 17So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he 
opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 

  
18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the 
parents of the man who had received his sight 19and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say 

was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20His parents answered, “We know that this is our 
son, and that he was born blind; 21but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we 

know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22His parents said 
this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who 
confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23Therefore his parents 

said, “He is of age; ask him.” 
 24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give 

glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25He answered, “I do not know whether he is a 
sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26They said to him, “What did 
he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27He answered them, “I have told you already, and 

you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his 
disciples?” 28Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of 

Moses. 29We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he 
comes from.” 30The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he 
comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he 

does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 32Never since the world began has it 
been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33If this man were not from 

God, he could do nothing.” 34They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you 
trying to teach us?” And they drove him out. 
 35Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe 

in the Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in 
him.” 37Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” 38He said, 

“Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. 39Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so 
that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind.” 40Some of the 

Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” 41Jesus said to 
them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin 
remains.” 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
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CHILDREN’S HOMILY/SERMON 
 

*HYMN OF THE DAY #779 Amazing Grace verses 1-2 only 

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

Eternal God, you seal us by the Holy Spirit and mark us with the cross of Christ forever in 
baptism. Inspire us by your love as together we strive for justice and peace in all the earth. 

Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Creating God, by your word you have made all things, and you hate nothing you have made. 
Teach us to perceive the beauty of the breadth of your creation, from the grandest mountain 

range to the smallest springtime bud. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Powerful God, you anoint kings and establish rulers. Guide the work of heads of state and 
elected officials. Encourage them to lead with justice and to remove barriers that impede the 

well-being of all. We pray for all those impacted by the storms in California and around the 
country and continue to pray for all those displaced and homeless due to the earthquakes in 
Syria and Turkey. Bring peace to Ukraine. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

Shepherding God, you lead us beside still waters and restore our souls. Keep watch over those 
who weep; tend all who are sick and comfort those who grieve. Nurture all in need especially 
those serving in the military, all on the prayer list; all people affected by COVID-19; and those 

we name before you now (pause). Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

 
God our host, you fill us at your table with more than we could ever ask. Feed us with hunger for 
justice. Equip the feeding ministries of this congregation and community, especially the 

Smithtown Food Pantry. Nourish us so we can nourish our neighbors. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

God of history, with thanksgiving we remember our ancestors in faith who cared for your people. 
We praise you for the ways they formed the faith of others and continue to inspire us. Merciful 

God, 
receive our prayer. 

 
(Pastor) We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to 
renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 
PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you! 
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MEAL 
 

We practice continuous communion.  The ushers will direct you when to come forward.  You may 

take the bread and the wine (in a single use cup) or just the bread.  You may also just come 
forward for a blessing. 

OFFERING 

Thank you for your support of the ministries of Saint Andrew’s, by mail or by 
visiting our website for online giving. Donations: standrewsofsmithtown.org/donate 
 
OFFERTORY HYMN#481 Come to the Table 

 
 
 

*OFFERING PRAYER  
God of good gifts, 

receive these and all our offerings 
as we present them in faithful service 
for the sake of your gospel. 

Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal 
as you pour out your very presence 

through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. 
Amen. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

https://www.standrewsofsmithtown.org/donate/
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
DIALOGUE AND PREFACE 
 
The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 

through whom you will also make all things new 
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
SANCTUS (p.153) 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 
 

 
LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come and taste the joy of God 
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LAMB OF GOD (p.154) 

 
Body of Christ, given for you. 

Blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 

 
 

COMMUNION HYMN #814 Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am 

 
*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Embodied God, 

at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. 
With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, 

empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors 
and touch the world with your love. Amen. 
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SENDING 
BLESSING 
God, the giver of love, 

☩ Christ, the resurrection and the life, 

and the Holy Spirit of rebirth 
bless you in this Lenten journey. Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN #611 I heard the Voice of Jesus Say 

 
 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve in love. Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE 

 
This morning we welcome Pastor Bruce Kaifler 
 

Please join us for coffee hour immediately following worship.  Thank you to Donna and Frank 
Meystrik, our hosts this week. 
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Easter Memorial Flowers - Please order your Easter flowers now to beautify our Altar on 

Easter Sunday.  $20 per Easter plant.  Forms available each Sunday or at the church office.  
Donations can also be made online under Easter plants.   

 
The Mother's Day Flower fundraiser is underway!  Please consider buying your spring and 

summertime plants this way.  All proceeds will go toward the purchase of a new fence for the 
playground.  Order forms are available before or after the service, at the church office or at St. 
Andrew's Nursery School.   

 
Lenten Night Prayer  

A special Lenten Compline Service with meditation will be held 7:00pm on Wednesday,  
March 22 & 29 at St Thomas of Canterbury 90 Edgewater Ave, Smithtown.  
All St. Andrew's parishioners are welcome. 

 
Pastor Paul Downing of St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church in Port Jefferson Station serves as 

our coverage pastor. He can be reached anytime for pastoral care and emergencies at  
cell# 347-423-3623. If he is unable to answer, please leave a message and he will return your 
call as soon as possible. He can also be reached by email at pastorpauldowning@yahoo.com. 

Questions about meetings and day to day activities at St. Andrew's should still be directed to the 
office at 631.265.2288 or info@standrewsofsmithtown.org. 

 
 
Pastor Paul Downing invites you to join him and the St. Paul's community for weekly Bible Study 

and/or Prayer Group. 
Bible Study : 9:30am Wednesday mornings on Zoom (meeting ID 977-887-967) 

Bible Study : 10:30am Wednesday mornings In Person at St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, Port Jefferson Station 
Prayer Group: 10:30am Friday mornings In Person and via Zoom (meeting ID 800-555-016) at 

St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN873x5707814448756447324&id=YN873x5707814448756447324&q=St+Thomas+Canterbury+Episcopal&name=St+Thomas+Canterbury+Episcopal&cp=40.85401153564453%7e-73.20515441894531&ppois=40.85401153564453_-73.20515441894531_St+Thomas+Canterbury+Episcopal
mailto:pastorpauldowning@yahoo.com
mailto:info@standrewsofsmithtown.org
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER (19 March 2023) 

THOSE IN NEED OF HEALING: 
Agnes VanWinkle, Robert & Pat Richards, Don & Marianne Spagna [requested by Mary Fjellstad] 

Catherine Pernice, Bob Blagriff, Bill Davey [requested by Tom & Pat Pernice] 
Barbara McCanlis, Patty DeGoveia [requested by Jill Breimann] 

Jack & Adam Souza [requested by Laura Kostecki] 

Ellen Bell [requested by Dorothy Graf] 

Gavin Lahann[requested by Grandmother Violet Lahann] 

Luke Meyveci [requested by Dana Sanzone] 

Emilie Diehl [requested by daughters Cyndie & Kathy] 

Sara Larson [requested by Julie & Michael Francis] 

Leslie Hansen, Andrew Madarasz, Gerard Tuohy [requested by Leslee & Steve Mathieson] 

John Stabile [requested by Lydia Moser] 

Amy Gabelman, Chris Peck, Bob Widmer, Lex Stolle, Carmine Colasanto, Richard & George 
Mengert [requested by Carolyn Gabelman] 

Tracey Parisi, Margo Naranjo, John Hochuli [requested by Barbara English] 

Norma Martin [requested by Sue Rorke] 

Marilyn Havighorst [requested by Martha Hahn] 

Nicholas Mauceri and Rocky Cinque [requested by Marianne Spagna] 

Richard Wiles [husband of Joan Wiles] 

Stefanie Spath [requested by Marianna Ulc and family] 

Chris Kelly, John Sullivan [requested by Dottie & Jim Clavell] 

Kerri Swanson [requested by Linda & Jud Taylor] 

Andy Hazin & the Hazin family, Ilse Gunther [requested by the Hoffman family] 

Zach Hills [requested by Brian & Diane Marley] 

Bernadette Uneberg [requested by John Hinsch] 

Pete Gambitsky, Pastor Roger Schleef, Walter Henning Sr., Pastor Frank Modr, Gary Weymer 
[requested by Pastor Shelhart] 

David Travis [requested by Richard Travis] 

Carolyn Martin [requested by Linda Overton] 

The family of Elaine Robinson [requested by Deborah Cella] 

Bill Feigin [requested by Jessica Michalski] 

Suzie DiSanza [requested by Donna Ihlen] 

Viola Giovinco [requested by Liz DeLuca] 

Amy Kitay [requested by Diana Smiloff] 

 

THOSE IN MILITARY SERVICE: 

Sgt Eric Hodosky 

Captain Zachary Hinsch [nephew of Judy & John Hinsch] 

Major Lenore Livingston [daughter of Helen & Art Fortin] 

Corporal August Detting 

Major William Fortin 

 


