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                          Second Sunday of Advent  

Worship with Holy Communion 

December 4, 2022 ☩ 10:00 a.m. 
 

GATHERING 

 

PRELUDE 

 
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
The assembly stands as they are able. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is 
marked at baptism. 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 
who alone does wondrous things. 

Blessed be God’s name forever. Amen. 
 
Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. 

Let us confront our sins, 
and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
God of new beginnings, 

we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. 
We have strayed from your paths. 

We prepare for war instead of peace. 
We dishonor one another and your creation. 
Purify us with your refining fire 

and set us again on your way of love, 
that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, 

and welcome your coming among us. 
Amen. 
 

People of God, 
a new thing is growing in our midst, 

a tender branch, 
a living sign. 
By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. 

You have put on ☩ Christ, 

and your sins have been washed away. 
Rejoice in the way of the Lord. Amen. 
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*GATHERING SONG #249 On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry 

 
 

 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit  
be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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KYRIE (p. 138) 
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HYMN# 240 Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah (verse 2 only) 
 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming nurture our 
growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
 
ANTHEM 

WORD 

 
FIRST READING:  Isaiah 11:1-10 

A reading from Isaiah.  
 

Isaiah describes the coming of a future, ideal ruler who will renew David’s royal line (the stump 
of Jesse). Gifted by the spirit of God, this ruler will reign with perfect justice. Enmity and danger 
will be restored to harmony and peaceful coexistence. 

 1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
  and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 

 2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 
  the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
  the spirit of counsel and might, 

  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
 3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

 
 He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
  or decide by what his ears hear; 

 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
  and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
  and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
  and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
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6The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
  the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

 the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
  and a little child shall lead them. 

 7The cow and the bear shall graze, 
  their young shall lie down together; 
  and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
  and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 

 9They will not hurt or destroy 
  on all my holy mountain; 
 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 

  as the waters cover the sea. 
 

 10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire 
of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM : Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 

 1Give the king your jus- | tice, O God, 
  and your righteousness to | the king’s son; 
 2that he may rule your | people righteously 

  and the | poor with justice; 
 3that the mountains may bring prosperity | to the people, 

  and the | hills, in righteousness. 
 4Let him defend the needy a- | mong the people, 
  rescue the poor, and crush | the oppressor. R 

 5May he live as long as the sun and | moon endure, 
  from one generation | to another. 

 6Let him come down like rain upon | the mown field, 
  like showers that wa- | ter the earth. 
 7In his time may the | righteous flourish; 

  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall | be no more. 
 18Blessed are you, LORD God, the | God of Israel; 

  you alone do | wondrous deeds! 
 19And blessed be your glorious | name forever, 
  and may all the earth be filled with your glory. A- | men.  

 
 

SECOND READING: Romans 15:4-13 
A reading from Romans. 
 

God’s promise to include Gentiles within the circle of God’s blessed people has been fulfilled in 
Jesus Christ. Christians live out their unity by welcoming and encouraging each other just as 

Christ has welcomed them into God’s family. 



*Asterisk indicates where the assembly is invited to stand as they are able. 

 

 

4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness 
and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 5May the God of steadfastness 

and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ 
Jesus, 6so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 
 
 7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 8For I 

tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in 
order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order that the Gentiles 

might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 
 “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, 
  and sing praises to your name”; 
10and again he says, 
 “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; 
11and again, 
 “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 
  and let all the peoples praise him”; 
12and again Isaiah says, 
 “The root of Jesse shall come, 

  the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; 
 in him the Gentiles shall hope.” 
13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in 
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (p. 142) 

GOSPEL: Matthew 3:1-12 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Just before Jesus begins his public ministry, John the Baptist appears, calling people to mend 
their ways and speaking of a powerful one who is to come. 

1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2“Repent, for 

the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when 
he said, 

 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

  make his paths straight.’ ” 
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4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was 
locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and 

all the region along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 
their sins. 

 7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You 
brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit worthy of 
repentance. 9Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell 

you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10Even now the ax is lying at 
the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 

into the fire. 
 11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming 
after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 

fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his 
wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY #255 There's a Voice in the Wilderness 
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NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 

 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for new 
hope. 

A brief silence. 
God, you renew the church in every age. We give thanks for hymn writers and theologians, 

especially John of Damascus, whom we commemorate today. Inspire teachers, writers, and 
musicians to delight and instruct your people. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 
You give us a vision of creation in harmony, when hurting and destruction will be no more. 

Teach us to be stewards of the earth and companions to its creatures. Restore to balance and 
wholeness what human greed has harmed. Make every day Earth Day. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
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You defend the cause of all who are poor and oppressed. Raise up leaders who will govern with 
equity and serve the common good. Guide judges, lawmakers, and public officials to protect the 

rights of those who cannot advocate for themselves. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 
You deliver those in need from suffering and fear. Come to the aid of any who are exploited or 
abused, especially children, elders, and victims of human trafficking. Provide safety and help to 

our neighbors without shelter, refugees, and those fleeing violence. Bring peace to Ukraine. God, 
in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 
You urge your people to welcome one another as you have welcomed us. Nurture ministries of 

hospitality and care in this and every congregation. We pray for people who are homebound, 
hospitalized, or separated from loved ones, especially Andrew, Bill F., Bill D., Luke and Emilie; 

those serving in the military, all on the prayer list; all people affected by COVID-19; and those 
we name before you now (pause). God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

You embrace all who have died trusting in your promises, and we give thanks for their faithful 
witness, especially Pastor Harald Peeders. Sustain us in hope until we are united with them in 

the joy of your eternal presence. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

(Pastor) God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and 
join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. 

Amen. 

 
PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you! 

 

MEAL 

OFFERING 

Thank you for your support of the ministries of Saint Andrew’s, by mail or by 
visiting our website for online giving. Donations: standrewsofsmithtown.org/donate 
 
*OFFERING PRAYER  

Eternal God, 
you make the desert bloom 
and send springs of water to thirsty ground. 

Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, 
and make us messengers of your mercy and love 

for all in need of your healing and justice. 
We ask this through Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
DIALOGUE AND PREFACE 
 
The Lord be with you.  

https://www.standrewsofsmithtown.org/donate/
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And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 

through whom you will also make all things new 
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
SANCTUS (p.144) 

 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 

the Word made flesh. 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. 

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
Come among us. 
Bless this meal. 

May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. 

Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 

  
All praise and glory are yours, 

Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, 

one God, now and forever. Amen.  
 

LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Be strong, do not fear! 

Here is your God, who has come to save you. 
 

LAMB OF GOD (p.146) 
 

 
 
Body of Christ, given for you. 

Blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 
COMMUNION HYMN #262 Wait for the Lord (repeated five times) 

 
 

 
 

 
 



*Asterisk indicates where the assembly is invited to stand as they are able. 

 

 

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Faithful God, 
in this meal you have remembered your mercy, 
bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. 

As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, 
sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. 

Guide us toward your promised future, 
coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

SENDING 
 

BLESSING 
God the eternal Word, 
who dwells with us in Jesus, 

and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, 

☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 

 
SENDING HYMN #246 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding! 

 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is near. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 

 
This morning we welcome Pastor Bruce Kaifler. 
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Wednesday evening Advent service at 7:30pm. Come join us for readings, prayer, 
hymns and reflection. 

 
The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God and in memory of Elizabeth Arthofer on 

her birthday, by her daughter Dottie Clavell. 
 

As Pastor Susan Shelhart has retired and is no longer available for pastoral care or church work at  

St. Andrew's, Pastor Paul Downing of St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church in Port Jefferson Station will 

serve as our coverage pastor. He can be reached Monday through Saturday for pastoral care and 

emergencies at Cell #347-423-3623. Questions about meetings and day to day activities at  

St. Andrew's should still be directed to the office at 631-265-2288 or info@standrewsofsmithtown.org 

 

Pastor Paul Downing invites you to join him and the St. Paul's community for weekly Bible Study and/or 

Prayer Group. 

Bible Study : 9:30am Wednesday mornings on Zoom (meeting ID 977-887-967) 

Bible Study : 10:30am Wednesday mornings In Person at St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church, Port 

Jefferson Station 

Prayer Group: 10:30am Friday mornings In Person and via Zoom (meeting ID 800-555-016) at St. Paul's 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

 
PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER (4 December 2022) 

THOSE IN NEED OF HEALING: 
Luke Meyveci [requested by Dana Sanzone] 
Emilie Diehl [requested by daughters Cindie & Kathy] 
Sara Larson [requested by Julie & Michael Francis] 
Andrew Madarasz, The family of Harald Peeders, Gerard Tuohy [requested by Leslee & Steve Mathieson] 
John Stabile [requested by Lydia Moser] 

Amy Gabelman, Chris Peck, Bob Widmer, Lex Stolle, Carmine Colasanto, Richard & George Mengert [requested by 
Carolyn Gabelman] 
Tracey Parisi, Margo Naranjo, John Hochuli [requested by Barbara English] 
Norma Martin [requested by Sue Rorke] 
Brenda Dugan & granddaughter Chanelle, Robert & Pat Richards, Don & Marianne Spagna [requested by Mary 
Fjellstad] 

Marilyn Havighorst [requested by Martha Hahn] 

Nicholas Mauceri and Rocky Cinque [requested by Marianne Spagna] 
Richard Wiles [husband of Joan Wiles] 
Stefanie Spath [requested by Marianna Ulc and family] 
Chris Kelly, John Sullivan [requested by Dottie & Jim Clavell] 
Kerri Swanson [requested by Linda & Jud Taylor] 
Ruth Aiello [requested by Cindy Davis] 

Andy Hazin & the Hazin family, Ilse Gunther, Ralph Gunther [requested by the Hoffman family] 
Zach Hills [requested by Brian & Diane Marley] 
Bernadette Uneberg [requested by John Hinsch] 
Pete Gambitsky, Sharon Wolf, Dana Stankevitz, Pastor Roger Schleef, Walter Henning Sr., Pastor Frank Modr, Gary 
Weymer [requested by Pastor Shelhart] 
David Travis [requested by Richard Travis] 
Carolyn Martin [requested by Linda Overton] 

The family of Elaine Robinson [requested by Deborah Cella] 
Bill Feigin [requested by Jessica Michalski] 
Bill Davey [requested by Tom & Pat Pernice] 

Suzie DiSanza [requested by Donna Ihlen] 
Viola Giovinco [requested by Liz DeLuca] 
Amy Kitay [requested by Diana Smiloff] 

THOSE IN MILITARY SERVICE: 
Captain Zachary Hinsch [nephew of Judy & John Hinsch] 
Major Lenore Livingston [daughter of Helen & Art Fortin] 
Corporal August Detting 
Major William Fortin 

mailto:info@standrewsofsmithtown.org

