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GATHERING 

 

PRELUDE 
 
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at 

baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 

who alone does wondrous things. 
Blessed be God’s name forever. 

Amen. 
Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. 
Let us confront our sins, 

and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
God of new beginnings, 

we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. 
We have strayed from your paths. 

We prepare for war instead of peace. 
We dishonor one another and your creation. 
Purify us with your refining fire 

and set us again on your way of love, 
that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, 

and welcome your coming among us. 
Amen. 

People of God, 
a new thing is growing in our midst, 
a tender branch, 

a living sign. 
By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. 

You have put on ☩ Christ, 

and your sins have been washed away. 

Rejoice in the way of the Lord. Amen. 
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*GATHERING SONG#254 Come, Thou Long-Expected 
Jesus 

 
 
 

GREETING p. 138 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And 

also with you.  
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HYMN#240 Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah 
(verse 4) 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY    
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant 

grace and might, free us from the sin that hinders our faith, 
that eagerly we may receive your promises, for you live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 
 

ANTHEM /BELL CHOIR 

 

WORD 
 

 
READING:   Romans 1:1-7  
A reading from Romans. 
  

Most of the Christians in Rome do not know Paul. In this 
letter’s opening he introduces himself as an apostle divinely 

appointed to spread God’s gospel. The gospel’s content is the 
promised coming of Christ, and Paul’s mission is to bring about 
the obedience of faith among all nations, including his Roman 

audience. 
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1Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set 
apart for the gospel of God, 2which he promised beforehand 

through his prophets in the holy scriptures, 3the gospel 
concerning his Son, who was descended from David according 

to the flesh 4and was declared to be Son of God with power 
according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the 
dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5through whom we have received 

grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith 
among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, 6including 

yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 
  
7To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: 

  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

 
The word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 
 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  p.142 

GOSPEL:   Matthew 1:18-25 
The holy gospel according to Matthew.       

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Matthew’s story of Jesus’ birth focuses on the role of Joseph, 

who adopts the divinely-begotten child into the family of David 
and obediently gives him the name Jesus, which means “God 

saves.” 
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18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. 
When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but 

before they lived together, she was found to be with child from 
the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man 

and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to 
dismiss her quietly.  
 
20But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the 
Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of 

David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, 
and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people 

from their sins.”  
22All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord 

through the prophet: 
 23“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
  and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 

which means, “God is with us.”24When Joseph awoke from 
sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he 

took her as his wife, 25but had no marital relations with her 
until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 

 
”The gospel of the Lord.    Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 
 

 
Children’s Christmas Pageant - “Nativity of the Savior’s 
Birth” 

 
During the pageant the narrator will ask the congregation to 

sing the following hymns: 
 
O Come All Ye Faithful Hymn#283 (verses 1-3) 

Hark! The Angel’s Sing Hymn#270 (verses 1-3) 
Go Tell It on The Mountain Hymn#290 
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HYMN OF THE DAY #257  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
(verses 1-3) 

 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray 

for a world that yearns for new hope. 

A brief silence. 

God our shepherd, let your Spirit move with power throughout 
the church. Give discernment and wisdom to our bishops, 
pastors, deacons, and lay leaders. Take away our fear, so that 

we serve and love, confident that you are guiding us. God, in 
your mercy, 

hear your children’s prayer. 
 
God our source, awaken us to the beauty of the earth and the 

marvelous variety of life. Unite humankind in repairing and 
caring for your creation. Protect creatures and habitats in peril 

due to rising seas and warming temperatures. Make every day 
Earth Day. God, in your mercy, 
hear your children’s prayer. 

 
God our vision, raise up leaders in every nation who dream of 

freedom and justice for all people. We pray for the work of 
international organizations that promote peace and human 

rights, especially Amnesty International.  Bring peace to 
Ukraine. God, in your mercy, 
hear your children’s prayer. 

 
God our helper, come to the aid of all who cry out to you. 

Shelter migrants, refugees, and those fleeing war and famine. 
Bring relief to individuals and families experiencing hunger, 
homelessness, or impoverishment. Comfort any who are 

isolated or lonely. God, in your mercy, 
hear your children’s prayer. 
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God our Emmanuel, you are with us in our life together. We 
give you thanks for gathering us in worship and fellowship, and 

we remember those who cannot be present. Watch over those 
who travel. Heal the sick and speed their recovery, especially 

Andrew, Bill F., Bill D., Luke and Emilie; those serving in the 
military, all on the prayer list; all people affected by COVID-
19; and those we name before you now (pause). God, in your 

mercy, 
hear your children’s prayer. 

 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
God our hope, you bring life out of death, and you promise to 

be our God forever. Shine upon the faithful who now rest in 
the fulfillment of your promise and bring us also into your 

blessed reign of peace. God, in your mercy, 
hear your children’s prayer. 
 

(Pastor) God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By 
your Spirit, gather our prayers and join them with the prayers 

of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
expect. Receive these prayers and those of our hearts, in the 

name of Jesus. Amen. 
 
PEACE p. 143       
 
OFFERING  

Thank you for continuing to make your contributions in support 
of the ministries of Saint Andrew’s, in person, by mail, or by 
visiting our website to set up online giving. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER   

Eternal God, 
you make the desert bloom 
and send springs of water to thirsty ground. 

Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, 
and make us messengers of your mercy and love 

for all in need of your healing and justice. 
We ask this through Christ our Savior. 
Amen.  
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MEAL  
 

 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 
DIALOGUE AND PREFACE p. 144 
 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give 
our thanks and praise. 

 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 
through whom you will also make all things new 
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
SANCTUS  
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 

  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

   
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 

Come among us. 
Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. 

Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light. 

Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
  
All praise and glory are yours, 

Holy One of Israel,one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever. Amen. 
 
COMMUNION p.146 

Come to Christ’s banquet. 
Feast on God’s gift of grace. 

 
 

LAMB OF GOD 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 



16 
 

COMMUNION HYMN#253 He Came Down 

 
 

 
 

 
*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
Faithful God, 

in this meal you have remembered your mercy, 
bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. 

As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, 
sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. 
Guide us toward your promised future, 

coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
  

SENDING 
 

BLESSING  
God the eternal Word, 

who dwells with us in Jesus, 
and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, 

☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN #248 People, Look East 

 
 

DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Christ is near.  Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE  
 

This morning we welcome Pastor Bruce Kaifler. 
 

Congratulations to our Sunday School kids, staff, 
musicians, and helpers for a wonderful Christmas pageant! 
 

Thank you to our choir & bell choir for their glorious music 
this morning. 

 
This week’s flowers are donated in loving memory of Diane 
Nason, cousin of Leslee Mathieson. 
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Wednesday evening Advent service at 7:30pm. Come 
join us for readings, prayer, hymns and reflection. 

 
December 24th 

4:30pm Family Worship 
10:00pm The Christ Mass 
with Holy Communion at both services 

 
December 25th 

10:00am Christmas Day Worship 
with Holy Communion 
 

St Thomas of Canterbury, Smithtown invites  
St. Andrew's to worship with them on New Year's Day 

1/1/2023 at 10am. 
 
Pastor Paul Downing invites St Andrew's to worship 

with the St. Paul's community at: 
 

St Paul's Lutheran Church 
309 Patchogue Road 

Port Jefferson Station New York 11776-1003 
 
New Year’s Eve service of Holy Communion at 7:30 p.m. 

on Saturday 12/31/2022. 
 

Name of Jesus, First Sunday of Christmas, services of 
Holy Communion at 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. on Sunday 
1/1/2023.  

 
*Please note there will be no services on 

12/31 or 1/1 at St. Andrew's. 
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As Pastor Susan Shelhart has retired and is no longer available for 

pastoral care or church work at St. Andrew's, Pastor Paul Downing of 

St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church in Port Jefferson Station will 

serve as our coverage pastor. He can be reached Monday through 

Saturday for pastoral care and emergencies at Cell #347-423-3623. 

Questions about meetings and day to day activities at St. Andrew's 

should still be directed to the office at 631-265-2288 or 

info@standrewsofsmithtown.org 

 

Pastor Paul Downing invites you to join him and the St. Paul's 

community for weekly Bible Study and/or Prayer Group. 

Bible Study : 9:30am Wednesday mornings on Zoom (meeting ID 

977-887-967) 

Bible Study : 10:30am Wednesday mornings In Person at St. Paul's 

Evangelical Lutheran Church, Port Jefferson Station 

Prayer Group: 10:30am Friday mornings In Person and via Zoom 

(meeting ID 800-555-016) at St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church 

 
Cast:  

Narrator: Joe Kostecki  
Joseph: Andy Graziano  
Mary: Alex Francis  

Inn Keeper #1: Scarlett Graziano 
Inn Keeper #2: Juliana Sanzone  

Inn Keeper #3: Sophie Cuevas  
Angel #1 – Shelby Lloyd 
Angel #2 – Katie Francis 

Little Angel – Emma Lloyd 
Little Angel – Maria Scavuzzo 

Little Angel – Angelina Falcone  
Little Angel- Emma Nelson 
Shepherd #1 : Jack Graziano 

Shepherd #2: Charlie Graziano 
Shepherd #2: Joseph Sanzone 

Wiseman #1 Gold: Frankie Graziano 
Wiseman #2 Frankincense: Aidan Erler  
Wiseman #3 Myrrh: Anthony Scavuzzo 

Songs Sung by Sunday School Children 
The Angel Spoke to Young Mary  

There was a Little Baby  
I Am a Special Star  

mailto:info@standrewsofsmithtown.org
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER (18 December 2022) 

THOSE IN NEED OF HEALING: 
Ellen Bell [requested by Dorothy Graf] 

Gavin Lahann[requested by Grandmother Violet Lahann] 
Luke Meyveci [requested by Dana Sanzone] 
Emilie Diehl [requested by daughters Cindie & Kathy] 
Sara Larson [requested by Julie & Michael Francis] 
Leslie Hansen, Andrew Madarasz, the family of Harald Peeders, Gerard Tuohy 

[requested by Leslee & Steve Mathieson] 
John Stabile [requested by Lydia Moser] 
Amy Gabelman, Chris Peck, Bob Widmer, Lex Stolle, Carmine Colasanto, 
Richard & George Mengert [requested by Carolyn Gabelman] 
Tracey Parisi, Margo Naranjo, John Hochuli [requested by Barbara English] 
Norma Martin [requested by Sue Rorke] 

Brenda Dugan & granddaughter Chanelle, Robert & Pat Richards, Don & 

Marianne Spagna [requested by Mary Fjellstad] 
Marilyn Havighorst [requested by Martha Hahn] 
Nicholas Mauceri and Rocky Cinque [requested by Marianne Spagna] 
Richard Wiles [husband of Joan Wiles] 
Stefanie Spath [requested by Marianna Ulc and family] 
Chris Kelly, John Sullivan [requested by Dottie & Jim Clavell] 

Kerri Swanson [requested by Linda & Jud Taylor] 
Ruth Aiello [requested by Cindy Davis] 
Andy Hazin & the Hazin family, Ilse Gunther, Ralph Gunther [requested by 
the Hoffman family] 
Zach Hills [requested by Brian & Diane Marley] 
Bernadette Uneberg [requested by John Hinsch] 

Pete Gambitsky, the Rilke family, Sharon Wolf, Dana Stankevitz, Pastor 

Roger Schleef, Carol Pascale, Walter Henning Sr., Pastor Frank Modr, Gary 
Weymer [requested by Pastor Shelhart] 
David Travis [requested by Richard Travis] 
Carolyn Martin [requested by Linda Overton] 
The family of Elaine Robinson [requested by Deborah Cella] 
Bill Feigin [requested by Jessica Michalski] 

Bill Davey [requested by Tom & Pat Pernice] 
Suzie DiSanza [requested by Donna Ihlen] 
Viola Giovinco [requested by Liz DeLuca] 
Amy Kitay [requested by Diana Smiloff] 
THOSE IN MILITARY SERVICE: 

Captain Zachary Hinsch [nephew of Judy & John Hinsch] 
Major Lenore Livingston [daughter of Helen & Art Fortin] 

Corporal August Detting 
Major William Fortin 
Sgt Eric Hodosky 
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