Second Sunday of Christmas 2 January 2022
Jeremiah 31:7-14 / Psalm 147:12-20 / Ephesians 1:3-14 / John 1:1-18

In the name of Jesus. Amen.

Happy New Year to all — what a blessing that we’re gathered together this morning. These
days it seems like even when we’re in the joy of the day, too soon one dark reality or another
comes crashing in. Our human condition is to be faced with frustration and challenge, yes,

even during the Christmas season and even at the start of a new calendar year.

But on this first Sunday in January we have a gift from the lectionary: the comfort of today’s
readings, most especially the opening of the Gospel According to Saint John, a poetic, hymn-

like introduction that takes us all the way back to the beginning of time.

When we hear “In the beginning...” some of us may think of another part of Scripture that
begins with those words: “In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the
earth was a formless void [and darkness covered the face of the deep].” That’s some audacity
from Saint John, to begin writing the story of Jesus by quoting the beginning of Genesis, the
beginning of the whole Bible! It’s pretty audacious, but with these opening verses John is

writing a new beginning, of humankind and of God’s involvement in creation.



These beautiful words are meant to evoke for us the promise of a new beginning to all of
human history, in and through the Word incarnate, Jesus Christ. So it makes sense to pattern
the beginning of John’s Gospel after Genesis. It may also be why John’s setting for Jesus’
resurrection is in a garden, to remind us of the Garden of Eden, that we see the resurrection is

a part of God’s new creation.

It’s wonderful to hear John’s introduction to his gospel this morning because it reminds us of
some truths that may be difficult to admit but that are real, real for each of us. We’re reminded

first off of the truth that there is darkness and difficulty and loss in our world.
“The light shines on in the darkness;” he’s acknowledging that yes, there is darkness.

“He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know

him.” So there’s the pain of being unrecognized by those you brought into being.

“He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him.” The ache of being

rejected by your own people.

“No one has ever seen God...” and just these few words bring us back to the sense we can
have of not being able to find God, of feeling God’s absence, and how it’s almost too painful

to bear.



Saint John speaks truth about the loneliness and longing that are part of our life in this world.
It’s almost a relief to hear someone admit it! Because as difficult as the darkness may be,

naming it helps define it, even limits it and can rob it of some of its power.

At the end of the tough year we’ve had, we need to hear truth, especially as nowadays the truth
can feel kind of slippery, something that’s contested back and forth as we struggle to

communicate and even just be civil to one another.

Hearing that first truth prepares us for the second and greater truth Saint John brings: That
while yes, there is darkness, yet the light shines on. The darkness cannot overcome the light.
Some of us may reject the light or can’t recognize Jesus, but those who accept and recognize
him realize that they are children of God. While it’s impossible for us to see God, Jesus comes
from the Father and he reveals the heart and character of God; Jesus makes God knowable and

accessible for us.

In today’s gospel Jesus is described as God’s Word. The original Biblical text, logos in Greek,
IS sometimes translated as God’s logic, so Jesus is capturing the very mind and purpose of God
for us. And maybe we can also look at that word “Word” literally. Words are what make it

possible for us to communicate, to share our thoughts and feelings, to be understandable and



approachable. And that’s what Jesus does. Jesus is God’s word and promise to us, speaking

clearly as possible.

Even in our digital world where there’re S0 many ways of communicating — text, email,
Instagram - some messages are best delivered in person. A marriage proposal, for instance! Or
the news of the passing of a loved one. Saying goodbye. Delivering a message in person brings

us face to face so that we can exchange expressions of love and caring.

God understands our need for physical presence. So the Word became flesh and lived among
us. In Jesus, God decides to come closer to us, to pitch his tent among us and deliver the Word

in person. God speaks to us directly and personally in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus.
And the Word made flesh opens up the possibility of a new relationship with God.

The unknown God, the God we cannot see, may seem capricious, certainly fearsome. But God
hasn’t left us in fear and confusion. As we leave a difficult, painful year behind us, Saint John
brings the good news of Jesus’ coming, so that we might be sure, beyond a doubt, of God’s
love and compassion for us. Jesus comes to show us God’s parental love. As the Rev. Dr.
David Lose puts it, “in Jesus we receive a love letter written in human flesh from the God who
values each and every one of us more than we can possibly imagine.” The Word — Jesus -

creates all things new.



Martin Luther talked about why God would come to us in human form in another of his
Christmas sermons. He said God’s divinity and majesty are so great, they might terrify and
crush us. But Christ comes in humanity, so that with love he might console us. What could be

more comforting than a baby?

See how God invites you in many ways. He places before you a babe with whom you
may take refuge. You cannot fear him, for nothing is more appealing to a person than a
babe. Are you afraid? Then come to him, lying in the lap of the fairest and sweetest
maid. You will see how great is the divine goodness, which seeks above all else that you
should not despair. Trust him! Trust him! Here is the Child in whom is salvation. [To
me there is no greater consolation given to humankind than this, that Christ became
human, a child, a babe, playing in the lap of his most gracious mother.] Who is there
whom this sight would not comfort? Now is overcome the power of sin, death, hell,
conscience, and guilt, if you come to see this gurgling Babe and believe that he is come,

not to judge you, but to save.

We may carry some fear, grief, and loss with us from one year into the next. But the light of
Christ shines on, maybe never brighter than now. His light will light our way forward. This is
the light that no darkness can overcome. God’s love is more powerful than hate, and God’s life

embodied in the Christ Child is more powerful even than death.



The Word makes all things new. The Word takes our resolutions and hopes, along with our
fears and disappointments, and binds them together into the promise of God’s grace. Because
the Word became flesh, we have the power to become children of God, bearing God’s grace

and truth in our flesh. It is still Christmas, and there is still good reason to rejoice.

Amen.



