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 Nativity of Our Lord Christmas Eve ☩ December 24, 2021 

4:30pm 
 

 
GATHERING 

PRELUDE 

 
*Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

 
The assembly stands as comfortable.  

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism. 
 
Blessed are you, O God of darkness and light. 

For you lift up the lowly and strengthen the meek: 
you are a God full of goodness, wholeness, and surprises. 

We have waited for you.  
Now open our hearts to receive you! 
 

As Mary and Joseph welcomed you into their home, and their hearts,  
we too shall sing lullabies of your joy to every new generation. 

 
For unto us a Savior is born! 
Glory to God in the highest and peace to all people on earth! 

 
GATHERING SONG “O Come, All Ye Faithful” verses 1 and 3    

 
1 O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

come and behold him, born the king of angels: 
Refrain 

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
 

2 The highest, most holy, light of light eternal, 
born of a virgin, a mortal he comes; 

Son of the Father now in flesh appearing! Refrain 
 
3 Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 

sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God in the highest: Refrain 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE “Angels We Have Heard on High” verses 1 and 3  

 
1 Angels we have heard on high, 

sweetly singing o'er the plains, 
and the mountains in reply, 
echoing their joyous strains. 

Refrain 
Gloria in excelsis Deo; 

gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 
3 Come to Bethlehem and see 

him whose birth the angels sing; 
come, adore on bended knee 

Christ the Lord, the newborn king. Refrain 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant that 

here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the 
brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
WORD 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:2-7 
A reading from Isaiah. 

 
This poem promises deliverance from Assyrian oppression, a hope based on the birth of a royal 
child with a name full of promise. While Judah’s king will practice justice and righteousness, the 

real basis for faith lies in God’s passion for the people: The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this! 
  

2The people who walked in darkness 
  have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 

  on them light has shined. 
 3You have multiplied the nation, 

  you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you 
  as with joy at the harvest, 

  as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 4For the yoke of their burden, 

  and the bar across their shoulders, 
  the rod of their oppressor, 
  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
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5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
  and all the garments rolled in blood 
  shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 

 6For a child has been born for us, 
  a son given to us; 

 authority rests upon his shoulders; 
  and he is named 
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7His authority shall grow continually, 

  and there shall be endless peace 
 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
  He will establish and uphold it 

 with justice and with righteousness 
  from this time onward and forevermore. 

 The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.  
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
    
CAROL “O Little Town of Bethlehem” verses 1 and 4     

 
1 O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 
yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light. 
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 

 
4 O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 

cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 
oh, come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel! 

 
*GOSPEL: LUKE 2:1-14 [15-20] 

The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 
3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in 

Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 
house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and 
who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 

7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

  8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am 

bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 

wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
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14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
[15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 

“Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made 
known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 

manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 
18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all 
these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 

God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.]  
 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

CAROL “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”    

 
1 Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn king; 

peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled." 
Joyful, all you nations, rise; join the triumph of the skies; 
with angelic hosts proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 

Refrain 
Hark! The herald angels sing, 

"Glory to the newborn king!" 
 
2 Christ, by highest heav'n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

late in time behold him come, offspring of a virgin's womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! Hail, th’incarnate deity! 

Pleased as man with us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel! Refrain 
 
3 Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace! Hail the Sun of righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings, ris'n with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die, 

born to raise each child of earth, born to give us second birth. Refrain 
 
MESSAGE AND BLESSING OF THE CRECHE 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY “Away in a Manger” 

 
1 Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 

the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

 
2 The cattle are lowing; the baby awakes, 

but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 
I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky 
and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 

 
3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay 

close by me forever and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in your tender care 
and fit us for heaven, to live with you there. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time and space, let us pray 
for the church, the world, and all in need. 

Love proclaims that a Savior has been born to us! Inspire your church throughout the world to 
proclaim the good news of Jesus’ birth to all who seek salvation, hope, and new life. Merciful 

God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Love whispers to a weary world that the time for rest and restoration has come. Maintain 
healthy cycles of wake and sleep for all creatures. Where light pollution disrupts natural 

rhythms, encourage new practices. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Love cries to a warring world that the time for peace is at hand. Direct those in power who make 
decisions on behalf of others, that they nurture and sustain all that is healthy, good, and holy. 

Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

 
Love sings through the wails of a newborn baby. Respond to all who cry out in pain, despair, or 
need this night. Bring comfort to those for whom separation, grief, or loss makes the Christmas 

season especially difficult. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

 
Love murmurs words of comfort to a newborn child and exhausted parents. Bless new and 
expectant parents or caregivers, especially those who are alone or afraid this night. Pour out 

your love upon families of every kind. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
God’s ever-present love is proclaimed through the faithful who came before us. We give you 

thanks for Mary, John the baptizer, Elizabeth his mother, Joseph the dreamer, and all who point 
toward your love. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 
(Pastor) Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these prayers to you, 

confident of your grace and love made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 

 
PEACE 
 

OFFERING 
Thank you for continuing to make your contributions in support of the ministries of Saint 

Andrew’s by mail or by visiting our website to set up online giving. 
 

HYMN “What Child Is This?” verses 1 and 3 
 

1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, 
on Mary's lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 
while shepherds watch are keeping? 
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This, this is Christ the king, 
whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
haste, haste to bring him laud, 

the babe, the son of Mary! 
 

3 So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; 
come, peasant, king, to own him. 
The King of kings salvation brings; 

let loving hearts enthrone him. 
Raise, raise the song on high, 

the virgin sings her lullaby; 
joy, joy, for Christ is born, 
the babe, the son of Mary! 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 

Gracious God, 
your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. 

As we offer ourselves and these your gifts, 
prepare us to receive the grace and truth 
you offer at this table 

and renew in us the song of your salvation, 
in Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

 
MEAL 

 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

DIALOGUE AND PREFACE 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh 

you have opened the eyes of faith 
to a new and radiant vision of your glory, 
that, beholding the God made visible, 

we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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SANCTUS 
 
 

 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
COMMUNION 
In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table, 

come, see what God makes known for you. 
 

 

 
 
 



 

 
 

A Reconciling in Christ Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

COMMUNION SONGS 

 
“The First Noel” verses 1 and 2  

 
1 The first Noel the angel did say 
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
in fields where they lay, keeping their sheep, 

on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 
Refrain 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! 
Born is the King of Israel. 
 

2 They looked up and saw a star 
shining in the east beyond them far; 

and to the earth it gave great light, 
and so it continued both day and night. Refrain 

 

“It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” verses 1 and 2 

 
1 It came upon the midnight clear, 

that glorious song of old, 
from angels bending near the earth 

to touch their harps of gold: 
"Peace on the earth, good will to all, 
from heav'n's all-gracious king." 

The world in solemn stillness lay 
to hear the angels sing. 

 
2 Still through the cloven skies they come 
with peaceful wings unfurled, 

and still their heav'nly music floats 
o'er all the weary world. 

Above its sad and lowly plains 
they bend on hov'ring wing, 
and ever o'er its babel sounds 

the blessed angels sing. 
 

 “Silent Night, Holy Night” verses 1 and 3     

 

1 Silent night, holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright 
round yon virgin mother and child. 

Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
sleep in heavenly peace, 

sleep in heavenly peace. 
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3 Silent night, holy night! 
Son of God, love's pure light 
radiant beams from your holy face, 

with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at your birth, 

Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, 
God with us, in these gifts of bread and wine. 

As we have shared this feast of love, 
strengthen us to share your love with all the world. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING 

BLESSING 
The God of hope 

fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that we may abound in hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

through Christ Jesus, the Word made flesh. 
Amen. 

 
SENDING SONG “Go Tell It on the Mountain” 

 
Refrain 
Go tell it on the mountain, 

over the hills and ev'rywhere; 
go tell it on the mountain 

that Jesus Christ is born! 
 
1 While shepherds kept their watching 

o'er silent flocks by night, 
behold, throughout the heavens 

there shone a holy light. Refrain 
 
2 The shepherds feared and trembled 

when, lo, above the earth 
rang out the angel chorus 

that hailed our Savior's birth. Refrain 
 
3 Down in a lonely manger 

the humble Christ was born; 
and God sent us salvation 

that blessed Christmas morn. Refrain                                 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Poinsettia Flowers 

Many thanks to all who contributed poinsettias to beautify our altar for 
Christmas. 

 

 
 

✤ In memory of the Acker and Mathieson Families by Leslee & Steve Mathieson 

✤ In memory of Caroline & Richard Mengert by Carolyn & Ken Gableman 

✤ In honor of my loving parents, Robert & Ellen Bell by Dorothy Graf 

✤ In memory of Gay Peeders by Pastor Harold 

✤ In honor of Leo Fisco Jr. by Stephanie Roehrig 

✤ In memory of Amelia & John Engler and Alice & Arthur Moser By Lydia & Bill Moser 

✤ In celebration of our family by John and Lynn Hewitt 

✤ In memory of James & Esther McCauley by Tommy, Esther & Rose Miller 

✤ In memory of Else & Henry Keil and Chris, Sal & Marguerite Raineri by the Raineri family 

✤ In memory of Sam Samuelsen & Marion Singleton by Jane Samuelsen & Grete Kraus 

✤ In memory of loved ones by Anita & Herbert Ahrens 

✤ In thanksgiving of God’s love by Cindy Davis 

✤ In thanksgiving of our children & grandchildren by Art & Helen Fortin 

✤ In memory of Edward & Mark Sachs by Donna Mangi 

✤ In memory of parents Robert and Kathryn Shelhart and sister Kathy Shelhart by Pastor 
Susan Shelhart 
 

 


