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Christ the King 21 November 2021 

Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 / Psalm 93 / Revelation 1:4b-8 / John 18:33-37 

 

In the name of Jesus. Amen. 

Today we come to the final Sunday in the church year; our worship space will look quite 

different next week, so you’re cordially invited to come and see what the beginning of the new 

church year brings!  

This morning we celebrate Christ the King, a phrase that might sound obvious to some, or 

might sound like an oxymoron – a contradiction in terms – to others. This Christian festival 

isn’t quite a hundred years old; it was introduced back in 1925 as a Sunday dedicated to 

celebrating Christ in a world that was increasingly full of secular and non-Christian empires. 

Our world hasn’t changed much in that sense. So we still look to Christ the King, and to 

readings in the Bible that may inform our lives today.  

In the gospel we hear a conversation between Jesus and the Roman official Pilate, with a 

statement that may help with the significance of Christ the King for each of us.  

Jesus says, “My kingdom is not from here.” His whole statement was, “My kingdom is not 

from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep 

me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.”  
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Maybe if Jesus and his followers were “from this world” they’d use the main tool for 

establishing and keeping power on planet Earth: violence. But Jesus is not of this world, and 

so he won’t defend himself or establish his claims through violence. Jesus is not going to usher 

in God’s kingdom through violence. Rather, Jesus has come to witness to the truth. And Jesus’ 

truth is that God is love.  

It was a long time ago that Jesus was with us, and our first reading from the Hebrew Scriptures 

comes from even before that. Just imagine, these words were written almost 2,500 years ago as 

far as scholars can tell. This was the Old Testament prophet Daniel’s vision, or fantasy, of 

what the end of the world might look like. He had this vision during a time when the Jewish 

people were living under oppression, so much of the symbolism in his vision was based on 

liberation. Within those images Christians have long recognized the picture of one coming, a 

son of man who stands before God and will conquer domination, as describing Jesus Christ. 

Our second reading is from a book in the Bible that explores Jesus’ divine identity. When it 

was being written, the Jews were subjects of the Roman Empire that required their emperor be 

worshiped as a god. The book of Revelation foresees a time when earthly forces will be 

overcome by God, showing in this way that early Christians weren’t political subversives, but 

were proclaiming religious truth.  
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If we return to our gospel, we see that Pontius Pilate wasn’t really trying to learn whether 

Jesus was the Messiah (he maybe didn’t even care about that), but whether Jesus might be a 

political threat to the empire.  

We may be interested in that same question. What does it mean for our work, daily 

relationships, our plans for the future, to say that Jesus is King? Or if the word “King” feels 

like a fairy tale or fantasy novel, how about Jesus is Lord? That was one of the earliest titles 

the church used to describe him.  

Jesus tells Pilate he was born to testify to the truth, and John’s gospel says the truth is: God is 

love. For God so loved the world.  But, since we ourselves haven’t seen God and have trouble 

imagining God, like Pilate we too may imagine a violent God. We live in a violent world, so 

rather than believe that God’s grace and acceptance are unconditional gifts, we may assume 

God’s love, power and status are offered only if we fear, love, obey, and praise God. People 

who didn’t do those things would be despised by God. 

And this idea of submitting to a lord or king, even one named Jesus Christ, giving them 

authority over our lives? It can be hard for us not to be suspicious of that. We might be okay 

with talking about Jesus as “Lord,” but when push comes to shove us modern, relatively 

affluent first-world citizens may prefer to make our own decisions. We want to decide how we 
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spend our time, energy, and money. We feel confident in our autonomy and independence, so 

we’re comfortably grateful that Jesus is Lord, as long as he doesn’t actually ask us for any 

significant allegiance. 

Until. Until life shows us our confidence was an illusion. Until illness comes, or an important 

relationship ends, or a job falls through, or a loved one dies, or a child is caught up in 

addiction…the list of “untils” is nearly endless. 

What does Christ the King mean? Martin Luther looks at the kingdom of God that Jesus taught 

us to pray for in the Lord’s Prayer, “thy kingdom come, thy will be done,” in his Small 

Catechism. Luther’s answer to “What does this mean?” is: “The kingdom of God certainly 

comes by itself without our prayers, but we pray in this petition that it may come to us also.” 

Meaning Jesus is king whether we like it or not, whether we acknowledge it, whether we 

attach any importance to it. This may be kind of bad news if we’re focused on doing whatever 

we want, whenever we want, with whatever we have.  

But it’s good news if we have realized that we’re not in control; we don’t have it all together, 

and we don’t have to. It’s good news if we’ve seen our lives are full of uncertainty that we 

may try and keep at bay – ironically, especially at Christmas time – through over-
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consumption. The news that God is God, that we are not, that Jesus is King, beyond our 

abilities to create or control? This is incredibly good news. 

We proclaim the rule and reign of Christ this day, not offering some kind of submission, as 

though Christ were making a power play and we want to be on his side. Rather, when we 

confess Jesus as king and invite Jesus’ reign, we are praying that Jesus’ rule of peace, justice, 

and equality will come, and will come also to us. So that we may be a part of it, sharing the 

wonder and joy of being caught up in it, being aligned with God’s purpose.  

Jesus is not of this world. Therefore, his followers will not fight to bring the kingdom about by 

violence, for that would violate the very basis of the kingdom. 

This is a timely message for our world, that at times feels dominated by the idea that the 

answer to violence is more violence. Lutheran theologian Barbara Rossing comments that 

we’re living in a time of fear and despair. She notes, “One in three Americans have felt the 

direct effect of climate disasters this past year, while political tensions and the COVID 

pandemic rend our communities.” 

Our reading from Revelation proclaims that Jesus is the one who rules the kings of the earth. 

Rules right now, not at some future time. When we say the Apostles’ and Nicene creeds, in 

effect we are saying, “I believe in God, not in Caesar.”  
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We are invited into the reign of Jesus now. As followers of a king who is very different from 

earthly kings, we bear witness to the limitations of violence. Martin Luther King, Jr., wrote: 

The ultimate weakness of violence is that it is a descending spiral, begetting the very 

thing it seeks to destroy. Instead of diminishing evil, it multiplies it. Through violence 

you may murder the liar, but you cannot murder the lie, nor establish the truth. Through 

violence you may murder the hater, but you do not murder hate. In fact, violence merely 

increases hate. So it goes. Returning violence for violence multiplies violence, adding 

deeper darkness to a night already devoid of stars. Darkness cannot drive out darkness: 

only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate: only love can do that.  

 

 When we celebrate Thanksgiving in a few days’ time, may we lift our eyes from the 

thanksgiving table to the wonder of knowing that Christ reigns supreme over all the world. Let 

us enter Christ’s reign now, recognizing our acts of compassion and care as part of Christ’s 

rule. Let us give thanks that God’s kingdom comes to us whether we pray for it or not, that we 

get to be a part of it, that it comes to each one of us.  

And let us pray God will comfort those who mourn, strengthen those who seek justice, change 

the hearts of those who only see violence as the way forward, and equip us all to work for a 

lasting peace. Amen.  


