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Saint Andrew’s Lutheran Church Smithtown, New York 11787  

www.standrewslutheranchurch.com  

The Rev. Susan E. Shelhart, Pastor ▪ Kyungwha Chu, Organist and Music Director ▪  
Jean Dougherty, Seminarian  

 

Third Sunday of Advent Worship with Holy Baptism 

December 12, 2021 ☩ 9:00 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.  

 
 GATHERING 

 

PRELUDE 

 
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who alone does wonders, 
who lifts up the lowly, 

who fills the hungry with good things. 
Amen. 

 
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
God for whom we wait, 

in the presence of one another, 
we confess our sin before you. 

We fail in believing that your good news is for us. 
We falter in our call to tend your creation. 
We find our sense of self in material wealth. 

We fear those different from ourselves. 
We forget that we are your children 

and turn away from your love. 
Forgive us, Blessed One, 
and assure us again of your saving grace. 

Amen. 
 

God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! 
Through the power of the Holy Spirit, 

☩ your sins are forgiven. 

You are children of the Most High, 

inheritors of the eternal promise, 
and recipients of divine mercy. 

God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace. 
Amen. 
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GREETING p. 138 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.  
 

KYRIE 
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HYMN # 240 Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah-verse 3 

 

 
 

 
HOLY BAPTISM OF PENELOPE CAROL-ELISE GIANTINOTO (11:15am service) 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY    
Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the preaching of John, that, 

rejoicing in your salvation, we may bring forth the fruits of repentance; through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

We praise you, O God, for this circle of light 
that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent. 

As we light the candles on this wreath, 
kindle within us the fire of your Spirit, 
that we may be light shining in the darkness. 

Enlighten us with your grace, 
that we may welcome others as you have welcomed us. 

Grant this through Christ our Lord, 
whose coming is certain and whose day draws near. 

Amen. 
 
ANTHEM (9:00 service) 
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WORD 
 
FIRST READING: Zephaniah 3:14-20 

A reading from Zephaniah. 
 
14Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; 

  shout, O Israel! 
 Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 

  O daughter Jerusalem! 
 15The LORD has taken away the judgments against you, 
  he has turned away your enemies. 

 The king of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; 
  you shall fear disaster no more. 

 16On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 
 Do not fear, O Zion; 
  do not let your hands grow weak. 

 17The LORD, your God, is in your midst, 
  a warrior who gives victory; 

 he will rejoice over you with gladness, 
  he will renew you in his love; 
 he will exult over you with loud singing 

  18as on a day of festival. 
 I will remove disaster from you, 

  so that you will not bear reproach for it. 
 19I will deal with all your oppressors 
  at that time. 

 And I will save the lame 
  and gather the outcast, 

 and I will change their shame into praise 
  and renown in all the earth. 

 20At that time I will bring you home, 
  at the time when I gather you; 
 for I will make you renowned and praised 

  among all the peoples of the earth, 
 when I restore your fortunes 

  before your eyes, says the LORD. 
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM:  Isaiah 12:2-6 

  2Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid, 

  for the LORD GOD is my strength and my might, and has become my salvation. 
 3With joy you will draw water 

  from the wells of salvation.  
 4And you will say in that day: Give thanks to the LORD, call on God’s name; 
  make known the deeds of the LORD among the nations; proclaim that this name is exalted. 

 5Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously; 
  let this be known in all the earth. 

 6Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion, 
  for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 
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SECOND READING:   Philippians 4:4-7 
A reading from Philippians.  

 
4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your gentleness be known to everyone. 

The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 
The word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 

 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  p. 142 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

GOSPEL:   Luke 3:7-18 

The holy gospel according to Luke.      Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

7John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned 

you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to 
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to 
raise up children to Abraham. 9Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree 

therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 
  10And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” 11In reply he said to them, “Whoever 

has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do 
likewise.” 12Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we 
do?” 13He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.” 14Soldiers also asked 

him, “And we, what should we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats 
or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.” 

  15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning 
John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with 
water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his 

sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to 
clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with 

unquenchable fire.” 
  

 18So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people. 
”The gospel of the Lord.    Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY # 246 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding! 

 
 

 
NICENE CREED (9:00am service)  

 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father;  
through him all things were made. 
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For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 
In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that yearn for God’s 

presence. 

A brief silence. 

Holy God, renew your church and raise up leaders who announce your good news. Grant peace to 
congregations and seminarians in the midst of transition. Guide the work of candidacy and call 
committees. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Creating God, your Spirit brought forth the earth and all that is in it. Breathe life into us, that we 
are inspired to live in harmony with one another and the planet. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 
Shepherding God, you lead your people in paths of righteousness. Raise up prophets in our own day 

who warn against captivity to greed and point us to the freedom found in generosity. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 
Nurturing God, you come near in times of worry and need. Cradle us in your arms, that we trust 

you and are not afraid. Attend to any who are hungry, imprisoned, or ill this day, especially Judy, 
Frank, Wayne, Stephanie, John, Holly, and Kerri; all on the prayer list; all people affected by 
COVID-19; and those we name before you now (pause).Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Rejoicing God, you exult over us in singing. Enliven the song of this assembly and bless the ministry 
of church musicians, especially our music director and choir. With instruments and dance, join our 
voices to the song of all creation. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
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Here other intercessions may be offered. 
We give you thanks for your servants who showed us your goodness and grace, especially Tamara, 

Kenneth, Carol, Gay, Marion, Kathy, Penny, Salvatore and Linda; Lucy, martyr; John the Cross, 
renewer of the church. By the power of your Spirit, keep us steadfast in faith until we make our 

home with you. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

(Pastor) God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these prayers 

and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus. Amen. 

 
PEACE p. 143       
 
OFFERING  
Thank you for continuing to make your contributions in support of the ministries of Saint Andrew’s, 

in person, by mail, or by visiting our website to set up online giving. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER   
God of our waiting and watching, 
we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives 

to the service of all your people. 
Prepare the way before us 

as we meet you in this simple meal, 
through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. Amen.  

 

MEAL  
 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 
DIALOGUE AND PREFACE p. 144 
 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 

through whom you will also make all things new 
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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SANCTUS  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 

the Word made flesh. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

  
 

With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. 

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 

Come among us. 
Bless this meal. 

May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light. 

Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 

  
All praise and glory are yours, 

Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
COMMUNION p.146 
Come to Christ’s banquet. 

Feast on God’s gift of grace. 
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LAMB OF GOD 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

The Body of Christ, given for you. 
The Blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
Most High God, 

you have come among us at this table. 
By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word, 
sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, 

through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. 
Amen. 

  

SENDING 
 
BLESSING  

The God of hope 
fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that we may abound in hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. 

Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN # 248 People, Look East 

 
DISMISSAL Go in peace. Christ is near.  Thanks be to God. 
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POSTLUDE  
 

The flowers on the altar are in memory of Marion Singleton from Linda Overton, her Priscilla 
guild partner for 22 years. 

 
PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER THOSE IN NEED OF HEALING: (12 December 2021) 
Lex Stolle, Carmine Colasanto, Richard Mengert [requested by Carolyn Gabelman] 

Margo Naranjo, John Hochuli [requested by Barbara English] 

Norma Martin [requested by Sue Rorke] 

Carol Kaelin, Robert Richards, Pamela Catania (Justine Hoffman’s mom), Lise Gunther, Nancy Fjellstad,Winnie 

Malloy, Joe Dugan, Don & Marianne Spagna [requested by Mary Fjellstad] 

Marilyn Havighorst [requested by Martha Hahn] 

Mia Kaiser [requested by Emilie Diehl] 

Nicholas Mauceri and Rocky Cinque [requested by Marianne Spagna] 

Noelle Miller, Marlene Demetri, the Nason family [requested by Leslee Mathieson] 

Richard Wiles [husband of Joan Wiles] 

Stanley Ulc, Stefanie Spath [requested by Marianna Ulc and family] 

John Sullivan [requested by Dottie & Jim Clavell] 

Kerri Swanson [requested by Linda & Jud Taylor] 

Rosemary Greiner [requested by Lee Nocero] 

Virginia & Marty Perry, Marilyn Henson, Amy Kitay [requested by Diana & David Smiloff]  

Ruth Aiello [requested by Cindy Davis] 

Laura Garlock, Billy Hamm  [requested by Darlene Klouda] 

Ilse Gunther, Ralph Gunther and Stephanie O’Neill [requested by the Hoffman family] 

Zach Hills, Joann Pagnani [requested by Brian & Diane Marley] 

Bernadette Uneberg [requested by John Hinsch] 

Joan Young [requested by Sue Dresch] 

The Asmus family, the Paolillo and Ihlen families, the Lindroth and Graziano families, the Peeders family, the 

Singelton family, Walter Henning Sr., Pastor Frank Modr, Art Hansen, the Clark and Hohlbein families, the 

DeRosa family, the Mursch family, Edward Pascale (father of Rose Fesselmeyer), Martha Hahn, Gary Weymer 

[requested by Pastor Shelhart] 

David Travis [requested by Richard Travis] 

Mike Schuster [requested by Eric Palmer] 

Carolyn Martin [requested by Linda Overton] 

The family of Elaine Robinson [requested by Deborah Cella] 

Bill Feigin [requested by Jessica Michalski] 

Judy Hinsch [requested by the Hinsch family] 

Pastor Wayne Gollenberg, Liz Solomon, Warren Hemming, Susie Gillen [requested by the Breimann family] 

Fr Jeevan Paul [requested by Joe & Brenda Dugan] 

Bill Davy [requested by Tom & Pat Pernice] 

The Shelhart family, Brianna Maglio [requested by Linda Pagano] 

Fred Eichorn [requested by James Flaherty] 

Suzie DiSanza  [requested by Donna Ihlen] 

Viola Giovinco [requested by Liz DeLuca] 

Herbert Ahrens [Janis Ranieri]  

 

Judy and John Hinsch thank you for your prayers. If you would like to follow updates on Judy’s care/treatment 

and share comments, please visit the Caring Bridge link established by the Hinsch’s children: 
https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/judyressmeyerhinsch/journal/view/id/60402ca3a9a2050001a80944 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

THOSE IN MILITARY SERVICE: 

Captain Zachary Hinsch [nephew of Judy & John Hinsch] 

Major Lenore Livingston [daughter of Helen & Art Fortin] 

Sergeant Charlee Seto [granddaughter of Jacci & Mike Milo] 

Corporal August Detting 

Major William Fortin 

https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/judyressmeyerhinsch/journal/view/id/60402ca3a9a2050001a80944

