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All Saint’s Sunday 7 November 2021 

Isaiah 25:6-9 / Psalm 24 / Revelation 21:1-6a / John 11:32-44 

 

In the name of Jesus. Amen.  

Today we celebrate All Saints. You may have noticed that the paraments in the church are 

white and gold, the colors we use at Easter time. We’re not using the black hangings of Good 

Friday you might expect for a day when we remember those who are no longer with us, a day 

we’re remembering, in fact, death.  

Today we acknowledge death, but we place it in context. Every Sunday we worship the One 

who was given power over death, the One whose death and resurrection bear witness to God’s 

promises to bring an end to death, to cause mourning and suffering to cease. 

Today’s readings do talk about tears. The readings from Isaiah and Revelation look forward to 

the time when God will wipe away all our tears. The poetic passage from Isaiah contains one 

of the Bible’s loveliest descriptions of the final banquet. And the reading from Revelation uses 

traditional Jewish end-of-the-world images that may sound familiar to us from the Hebrew 

Scriptures – a new heaven and earth; no more death or mourning; all things made new; the 

spring of the waters of life.   
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And our gospel reading is a story full of tears, even as it’s the story of Jesus raising his friend 

Lazarus from the dead, a preview of Jesus’ resurrection, and the resurrection of all believers. It 

makes sense for this day when we remember those who have died in the faith.  

This is also a day we look at the reality of our own mortality without the euphemisms we use, 

like “passed away,” “transitioned,” or “lost.” Today we acknowledge the human mortality rate 

is 100%.  

The custom of commemorating all the saints of the church on a single day began back about 

eight hundred years ago. Nowadays, the day is dedicated to thanksgiving for all who have died 

in the Lord. And like most Protestants, Lutherans believe that all the Christian dead are saints. 

You may have noticed we thank God for the lives of those we call the faithful departed, but we 

don’t pray for them, because they’re already in God’s hands and don’t need our prayers.   

So which character in today’s gospel best helps us understand what it means to be a saint? 

Lazarus’ sister Mary cries out to Jesus, both lamenting and accusing. “Lord, if you had been 

here, my brother would not have died.” Perhaps she represents those here today with heavy 

hearts, who are grieving losses so fresh they’re almost overwhelming. 

Then there’s Mary’s sister Martha, who also cries out to Jesus using those same words, just 

before where today’s text begins. Martha’s grief was transformed into a confession about 
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resurrection – “I know that he will rise again on the last day” – and the recognition of who her 

friend Jesus really is: “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one 

coming into the world.” Maybe Martha stands for the people whose faith in Jesus is resilient, 

the ones who serve as both witness and encouragement to the rest of us. 

There’s Lazarus himself, called forth from the tomb. He stands as the one death had taken, but 

couldn’t hold onto, the greatest of the miracles Jesus performs in St. John’s gospel. He’s a 

testimony, a reminder of Jesus’ power over death - some of us may know people who’ve come 

through such difficult life experiences, that they’re contemporary Lazarus figures for us. 

Then there’s Jesus himself, the giver of life who calls us out of death, even out of our fear of 

death. He weeps for Lazarus and his mourning sisters. In raising Lazarus, Jesus starts the chain 

of events that will lead to his own death in Jerusalem barely a week later. I always think that’s 

also why Jesus weeps in today’s gospel; he mourns the death of his friend and he weeps 

knowing what’s about to be set in motion by the miracle he’s going to perform that will set 

everyone talking. 

Any one of these may be the one you identify with most, as you hear Jesus’ promise through 

them. And there’s still another “character” – those people who Jesus sets talking: those in the 
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crowd who witness Lazarus’ resurrection, the ones Jesus addresses when he commands, 

“Unbind him, and let him go!” 

 The crowd may show us God’s work of resurrection isn’t complete without our participation. 

God’s work isn’t just for those whose lives are renewed; the work is also fulfilled as it catches 

up, influences, and even transforms those who witness and are drawn into it. 

“Unbind him, and let him go” invites us to become a part of, to participate and extend God’s 

life-giving work. Resurrection isn’t just an event in the past, it’s right now – now there’s 

something to do, now we find courage to live amid fear. Now God’s promise [of life] helps us 

to live with confidence in the shadow of death and to resist the power of death. 

The resurrection promise empowers us to defy death’s ability to overshadow or distort our 

lives. Today’s gospel and the Easter resurrection it previews promise that death does not have 

the last word. We’re free to live out of love rather than hate, to encourage others, to have our 

actions directed by hope rather than fear, right now. 

Thanks to God’s resurrection promise, death no longer terrifies us, whether it be the death of 

loved ones we remember, or our own. The life we share in the world no longer terrifies us, 

either. For the ills and evils of our world – the massacre of innocents, the politics of division 

and fear, the rhetoric of hate – are not the final reality. They do not have the last word. We can 
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stand against them thanks to God’s promise; we can hold fast to each other and offer a 

testimony of life and love that’s contrary to the testimony of the world. 

Saints aren’t only the people in the Bible or church history who did great things, who died for 

the faith, or who set examples for us.  

Saints are all those who have been baptized into Christ. In Holy Baptism each of us was 

consecrated, named, and called to be God’s children, partners, and co-workers in the world.   

God promises us in baptism to use our talents, abilities, and interests to further God’s will. Our 

lives have meaning, and the roles we carry out as parents, children, spouses, citizens, friends, 

among others, are how we take our place as God’s co-workers, doing that which God has 

called holy. 

All Saint’s Sunday is our day, when we recognize we are set apart to do God’s work in the 

world, we who God has promised to accompany through our living and through our dying. We 

join the faithful who have lived and died before us, answering the call to “unbind him, and let 

him go.” For God is not finished yet. We are the instruments of God’s resurrection life, and 

grace, and power. Here and now. 

Amen.  


